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Well here we are, starting a new fiscal year as of April 1, 2012.  I can't 
believe another year has come and gone so quickly. Our next Zone 
Commanders meeting will be in Richmond on June 9th. Before you 
know it we will be in the middle of the Western Canada SAREX that is 
being held in Prince George. Aircraft and crews from the six western 
provinces and territories will be descending upon Prince George for a 
weekend of fun and a SAR exercise. This is where crews come 
together to learn and meet fellow SAR aviators.  

As usual, our schedule is going to be a busy one again this year. 
By the time you read this, the Northwest Zone will have just 
completed their evaluation. We will have three other zones 
evaluated between now and the fall. 442 Squadron will be doing 
military spotter training when crews and aircraft are available. 
They did training in Dawson Creek and Prince George in early March. Our Training Officer 
will be doing on-going field training to Cranbrook, Kamloops, Victoria and Prince George 
later this year.

The national CMS web based database is how we keep track of all members' training and 
personal information. It is very important that the information in this database is kept up to 
date. To this end each of you must fill out a membership form between January 1st and 
March 31st every year. This form is then sent to the Zone Commander and the administration 
staff will do some checks to see that the data is updated. It is up to you to update your own 

Continued on next page 3.

Alton King
Director General
PEP Air - CASARA
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Time flies when you're having fun, it seems like only 
yesterday that Rick Henry became our PEP Air -

 Area Air Deputy for Nanaimo. Rick is a 
professional, under his guidance and dedication 
Nanaimo members have become a very valuable 
resource for air search and rescue. He sure made my 
job a lot easier. Enjoy your leave of absence Rick and 
when you're ready we will welcome you back. Thanks 
for all your volunteer time and dedication….and Rick, 
please thank Sheila for the loan of you over the past 
years! All the Best.

 
CASARA 

A Thank You to Rick Henry

My, how time flies when you're having fun. Rick 
Henry, long serving member from Nanaimo has 
decided to retire from the position of Area Air 
Deputy (AAD) that he has held for the past 
seven years. After a bit of time “relaxing” doing 
some projects around home Rick will return to 
the group as a spotter and navigator.

Rick, a retired bank manager and RCMP 
Auxilliary member, first learned about 
CASARA through a fellow Auxilliary member. 
Rick liked the idea of helping to find lost 
people and maybe help save a life. Rick's 
interest was also “peaked” by his brother 
who was an active GSAR member in the 
Victoria area.  “I wanted to be involved in 
SAR in some way but I didn't really want to 
crawl through the bush”. The idea of flying 
over the bush was more appealing to Rick.

Rick became Vancouver Island Zone Air Deputy for Nanaimo in 
2004. That year Rick was both AAD and spotter on the crew when Nanaimo won the 
National SAR competition at CFB Comox. In 2005, Rick was again a crew member when 
the Nanaimo crew placed second in the PEI competition. Under Rick's guidance, Nanaimo 
teams have also done well at provincial competitions.  

SAR, of course, is primarily about searching and finding. As AAD, Rick has participated in 
several large scale searches on the West Coast. There were also many callouts over the 
years, for missing persons and of course, the ELTs that invariably are reported in the middle 
of the night when it's raining and windy. “One thing that I have not 'personally' done yet is to 
find someone” says Rick but that could still happen when he returns to spotter and 
navigator duty. Rick says that during his eleven years as a member, CASARA has improved 
vastly in so many ways: organization, training, certification and currency requirements.

                                                                                                                                            
Thanks for all your years of service as 
Area Air Deputy Rick! Hope to see you 
back soon.

Jim Spencer, AAD Nanaimo (new)
Vancouver Island Zone

Bill Velie
Zone Commander, Vancouver Island

Seven years as Air Deputy!! 
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Left to right: George Nunn, Tom Fisher, Lieutenant Colonel Dave Lowe and 
Sergeant Major Steve Kern both from Joint Task Force Pacific 

and Mike Andrews, Regional Manager, South West Emergency Management BC.
Liaison Officers 

Mike Andrews (photo above), came to the monthly training day for Abbotsford members 
on March 10 and gave a presentation on disaster preparedness by the provincial 
government and local municipalities. For more information on this, Mike Andrews can 
be reached at mike.andrews@gov.bc.ca.

information. I urge each and everyone of you to take the time to . 
There you can check your training records, and more. You can make necessary changes to 
your phone number, address, next of kin or email address and it is very important that you 
fill in your emergency contact information. Please take a minute to do this. You can find 
“How to log onto CMS for the first time” on our web page at  and look for 
the Member's Login Area where you will find all our training programs and other great 
information. A password will be required which you can get from myself at 
(  ), Brian Dunham ( ) or Fred Carey 
(  ). Just email us with your name, email address and your CMS 
membership number. Have a great year in PEP Air – CASARA and I hope to get  around 
and meet as many of you as I can in the coming months.

sign into the CMS program

www.embc-air.org

pepair.casara@gmail.com b.dunham@shaw.ca
fcarey@telus.net

Continued from page 1 - Alton King.

http://www.embc-air.org
mailto:pepair.casara@gmail.com
mailto:b.dunham@shaw.ca
mailto:fcarey@telus.net
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“What humble breast will don the ribbon of the 
new decoration in which beats the heart of the 
humanitarian, the healer, the man or woman 
of the cloth whose achievements to 
Canadianism is the advancement in our midst 
of human values of self-sacrifice to others?”

So wrote an unknown editorialist when the 
Order of Canada was established back in 
1967. Although very few awards of that 
calibre have been awarded to BC's PEP 
Air members, we do have our own very 
prestigious award for the Volunteer of 
the Year.

Established in 1991, the winners 
have been recognized in all fields of 
air search and rescue:  operational, 
training and administrative. The list of winners is on 
the website and some of these people have kindly sent us 
pictures of themselves, often with their award. Here's what the plaque 
looks like – I don't think it has changed at all over the years except for the 
name, hometown and year engraved at the bottom. The whole thing measures roughly 
8 x 10 inches and weighs about a pound.

Contact me, Keith Bennett at keith_bennett@telus.net  if you can submit a Volunteer of 
the Year picture for the website (www.embc-air.org)...preferably with the recipient's 
permission! I also maintain a photo archive for PEP Air. If you have any photos of PEP 
Air people or activities that you could share, please email them to me with as much 
information as possible (date, place, people shown). All photos received will be returned 
in as good a condition as possible. If you are unable to email your photos then you can 
mail them to me at: 

Keith Bennett
860 20 St SE
Salmon Arm, BC
V1E 2J8

Recognition of Volunteers:  
A Pat on the Back

Research Request
Randy Klaassen, a member of 

CASARA Ontario Unit #11, is 
researching a book on CASARA 

Ontario’s history and current 
operations. Of interest to all aviators will be 

a section on SARSAT (Search and Rescue 
Satellite Aided Tracking), for which Randy is 

seeking information pertaining to “SAR Zeigelheim” 
which occurred on September 9, 1982, near Dawson Creek. 

“SAR Zeigelheim” was the first Canadian SAR mission to use the 
capabilities of SARSAT. Any assistance would be appreciated. For 

more information see www.casaraontario.ca/, “News,” or you can email 
casarabook@gmail.com. 
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On Saturday February 11, at 
approximately 13:00, while 
many of us were on a CASARA 
exercise in the Fraser Valley, a 
private pilot/owner of a two 
place aircraft, chose 
to land on a gravel bar in the 
Fraser River near Chilliwack. 
This report is based on my 
observations made the 
following day, with comments 
from the pilot, and it is offered 
with his permission.

It seems while the landing was 
successful, the pilot was not 
pleased with the rough nature 
of the landing area. He elected 
to take-off from a sandy area 
immediately adjacent to the 
river, rather than his landing 
area. He had the foresight to 
walk his intended take-off area 
and paced off a distance 
adequate for take-off based on 
his experience with the aircraft. 
He confessed to me later that 
he was quite nervous due to 
unfamiliarity with this type of 
operation. He had seen several 
aircraft on the gravel bars in 
the past, (Myself and my 
friends, regular gravel bar 
visitors no doubt), but felt very 
much out of his element and 
not prepared for what was 
about to happen.

Conditions were VFR, with high 
overcast and temperatures 
around 5C. I do not know wind 

 tailwheel 
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By Rick Church, ZBB

Sand Bar
Mishap

conditions in the area although they were northerly and 
light at YXX where I was operating with CASARA. On 
take-off, he forgot to select take-off flaps and of course 
the aircraft did not perform as expected. He was so 
anxious to become airborne he did not use normal take-
off flight profile, (tail up in near level flight attitude) and 
tried so hard to become airborne with aft control input 
that the aircraft's main wheels left the ground with the tail 
wheel still firmly planted on the ground, maintaining the 
aircraft in a high drag configuration. The result was a 
longer than expected take-off run across an area that 
curved to the left towards the water’s edge. The main 
wheels cleared a log at the water's edge in the path of 
the aircraft but the tail wheel did not. It struck the log, 
tearing a piece out of the log. The aircraft travelled 
approximately 50-75 metres in the air and then came to 
rest inverted in about one metre of water. The pilot (the 
sole occupant) was unhurt but very wet. He exited the 
aircraft quickly and waded to shore. He returned to the 
aircraft and turned off the master switch, mags, and fuel 
selector, and recovered his extensive survival kit. 

He did have a SPOT personal messenger with him but I 
do not know if he sent any specific messages with it. The 
ELT, a KANNAD 406 Compact activated on impact and 
continued transmitting until I turned it off twenty-four 
hours later. The ELT and antenna systems appear to 
have been in varying levels of submersion during that 
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twenty-four hour period. It is unclear if the monitoring 
systems received the ELT signal the entire period it 
was transmitting. He tried to get warm by removing 
some of his wet clothing and considered a fire but 
his fire starting equipment was wet and non-
functional, as was his cell phone.

Before long a pair of ultra-light aircraft saw the 
aircraft and landed to offer assistance, as did a 
couple of friends of mine in one aircraft that 
frequents the gravel bars on a regular basis. My 
friends tried to raise me on my cell phone but I was 
in a practice search at that time in Indian Arm and 
could not be reached. Subsequently, Chilliwack area 
rescue groups attended on two Jet Skis, 
unfortunately they did not have survival equipment 
or blankets with them. A phone call was made by my 
friend on scene to the RCMP who instructed all to 
remain at the scene until they arrived. My friends 
told them they would have to depart the gravel bar 
prior to legal nightfall, which they did only minutes 
after the arrival of the RCMP and a brief interview.

The next day myself and several friends returned to 
the scene with the owner, righted the aircraft and 
recovered it to the gravel bar where we drained and 
flushed the oil, fuel systems and readied it for flight. 
After I completed some paperwork with Transport 
Canada, made appropriate log entries, did some 
repairs to the magnetos, ignition harness, airspeed 
indicating system, did a couple of oil changes, 
located and installed a loaner propeller, the owner 
flew his aircraft to ZBB for further repairs, escorted 
enroute by myself in my aircraft.

I don't believe his gravel bar landing involved much 
forethought. He saw the gravel bar, it looked big and 
smooth from 1,000' and he decided to try it. I believe 
he did some fly-by's but I don't know at what altitude. 
He did not have a spotter with him to watch over 
him. He was not in communication with anyone while 
he made his attempt; nobody knew where he was or 
what he was doing. The pilot freely admits he made 
many mistakes that day and has certainly learned a 
lot in the process. There are many lessons we can 

Wheel take-off tracks in the sand.
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all learn from his experience. First and foremost, as pilots, it strengthens the lesson of 
doing your homework. Know your operating environment, its pitfalls and limitations. Aircraft 
limitations are another area to consider. Not all of us are equipped for off-field 
environments. It's one thing to land in such a place out of necessity due to engine issues 
where occupant safety is paramount and future use of the aircraft is secondary, but it's 
another to do it deliberately. You have the opportunity to pick your spot, the day and your 
company. Have a buddy with you, in another aircraft. The buddy system is preached in 
many activities: scuba diving, remote area hiking, alpine sports. It just makes good sense. 
When trying something different or foreign to you, ask around, learn from others. He had 
seen aircraft there in the past but as far as I know made no attempt to talk to any of us 
prior to his attempt.

For me, the biggest lesson is survival equipment. I too have an extensive survival kit in my 
aircraft but it too would have been wet and useless in this situation, and if the water had 
been deeper, completely inaccessible. In future I will at least keep waterproof fire starter 
on my person. A fire in this situation could have been a life saver if others had not 
happened upon him. It can provide warmth, melt snow if all is frozen to provide drinking 
water, signal help and even cook some food if you are lucky enough to have some or catch 
something. Without drinking water and warmth a person will not last long in the wilderness.

And lastly, how many times have we all been distracted and forgotten to check something 
prior to take-off? We have all taken-off with carb heat on, trim not set, frictions not set or 
improper flap settings...most of the time we get away with it...sometimes we don't. Don't be 
rushed or distracted, don't let others rush you. Do your take-off and landing checks 
religiously. If ATC calls you mid-checks, tell them to “Stand by” or deal with them and start 
your checks again from the beginning.  Ask yourself if your checks are adequate for the 
situation? Landing off-airport may have different critical steps to consider than landing 
back at your home airport where everything is familiar.

I have been salvaging damaged and wrecked airplanes and rebuilding them for over thirty 
years now. I benefit from lessons learned in each situation and occurrence. There have 
been a few fatalities, several of them were friends; fortunately most cases ended okay for 
the occupants. Even though I have had these lessons rammed down my throat at times, 
as a human being I still make the occasional minor mistake. We all do and always will. I 
hope all of you reading this tale will stop and think of this the next time you have the desire 
to try something new in your aircraft or are distracted by occurrences outside of your 
control, and it makes us all safer. I am not saying don't have fun, because without fun, 
flying is pointless in my opinion.

And remember, carry that Bic lighter in your shirt pocket next time you are flying in any 
remote area. Finally I would like to raise a salute to our friend at the centre of this story. He 
certainly made some critical mistakes that day but he survived, is a whole lot smarter as a 
result, and is smart enough to seriously analyse his situation, and man enough to admit his 
mistakes and allow me to pass along his story for the benefit of the rest of us. I haven't 
used his name for his privacy, but many of you will bump into him..........
.............shake his hand when you do.



These pictures are from an exercise 
organized last fall by Penticton Search 
& Rescue. The location was Okanagan 

Lake Park and involved search and 
rescue groups from Penticton, 

Kelowna, Oliver, Osoyoos, Keremeos 
and Princeton. The overall focus was 

safety in and around helicopters.

Photos submitted by 
Brian Lang

I was somewhat concerned when I 
agreed to take on the task of putting 
together this newsletter over a year 
ago, that articles would not be 
forthcoming...I shouldn’t have been! 
Your response has been terrific, with 
great articles and interesting 
photos. Good work everyone!!

From the editor....

PEP Air-CASARA!!

8Trevor Black
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Henry Ilg is Boundary Bay’s new 
Area Air Deputy (AAD), a task he 
was reluctant to take on until 
retirement.

Henry began his flying career as a 
flight instructor on light aircraft 
then began his airline career in 
December 1972 with CP Air. 
Incidentally, in his early
years at CP Air as a First Officer, 
one of the B737 Captains he had 
the pleasure of flying with was 
Dennis Nevett, our YXX AAD. 
After thirty-nine years of flying, 
Henry retired from Air Canada 
shortly after January 22 when he 
landed his Boeing 777-200LR at 
Vancouver after a non-stop flight 
from Sydney, Australia. 

Henry at YVR after having just landed his 777-200LR    
on his last flight before retirement from Air Canada. 

Retirement will find Henry very busy. He joined CASARA in October 2003 and will of course, 
be even more involved as our AAD. He flies his own Cardinal and is also a part-owner in a 
Piper Seneca. Henry volunteers his time with Hope Air (hopeair.org), a charity based in 
Toronto that assists people with limited means who require medical treatment to get to their 
appointments. Hope Air receives donated airline seats and has private pilots who use their 
own plane (or rented) to ferry people to their appointments. He also donates his time and 
aircraft to another charity, Angel Flight (www.angelflight.ca), which relies on donation of funds, 
is based in Victoria and flies cancer patients from outlying communities to their appointments 
in Victoria or Vancouver. COPA For Kids (www.copaforkids.org) is another of Henry’s 
endeavours which, twice a year (at Delta and Boundary Bay) takes kids up for a motivational 
flight. These flights are free for the kids and are provided at the pilot’s own expense.

Spotters!!!

Take a look at this website

You won’t believe your eyes 9

Henry Ilg - Boundary Bay’s new Area Air Deputy!



Left to right: 
Nathan Campbell 

(from Creston 
and did not 

participate in this 
actual tasking) 

and from 
Cranbrook:     

Dan Shynuk, 
Louise Shynuk, 

Allister Pedersen.

Last September 18, Kimberley ground SAR requested air SAR to search for a vehicle and 
two subjects reported to be missing around the abandoned Estella Mine near Mount Bill 
Nye (elevation 8,600'). A man and his twelve year old son had gone hunting for the day and 
were expected home that night. When they did not return, the pair was reported missing by 
the man's pregnant wife.
  
The general area of the search was on the western flank of the Rockies. It was one of my 
first flights in the role of navigator and I asked our pilot, Dan Shynuk, if he was comfortable 
with me taking on the role of navigator. Dan smiled and said he thought I was up to the 
task, we could see the search area from our SAR HQ at the Cranbrook airport!! Not only 
could we see the search area from our SAR HQ but I had also hiked to the Estella Mine 

and to the summit of Mount Bill Nye. I thought this was a gentle way to break in a new 
navigator, get him to nav to a location he could see from SAR HQ. Things got even easier 
for the crew of HLT just after take-off when Kimberley ground SAR called me on our 
portable VHF FM. The subject's vehicle had been located and they passed the coordinates. 
By the time I had plugged the coordinates in to the Etrex GPS and entered "GoTo" we were 
only twelve minutes away from the vehicle where the RCMP had a search dog and were 
working with Kimberley and Cranbrook GSAR members.  

As all PEP Air members know, searching for a vehicle provides a much easier target than 
searching for two individuals, especially on the heavily forested and steep slopes of the 
Rockies. Difficult as the task might be we continued searching the area for almost two 

Continued on page 18.

Cranbrook Crew Instrumental in bringing Early End to Search
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CASARA

Langley Golf Centre located at 21550-44th Avenue (Par 3)

$55.00 – 18 holes and dinner ($10.00 club rental not included)
                     
$27.00 – Dinner only (Dress: resort casual).

Buffet style dinner includes: BBQ chicken, garlic mashed 
potatoes, salad, dinner rolls, coffee or tea. There will also be 
a pay bar available. 

First tee off: 1:00pm

Dinner: 6:00pm

Silent Auction to follow

Open to members, their families and friends. There will only 
be 100 tickets printed due to limited seating capacity.  For 
tickets, more information about this event or if you would like 
to assist in fundraising, please email Kimberley at....     
                        kki@shaw.ca

ARASAC
2012

Saturday, September 22
Golf Tournament

&
Dinner

Contact Kimberley by email 
for tickets, they 

. 
are on a first 

come first serve basis
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Our PEP Air website is up and running at 
. It is hoped that this venture will ensure as much 

information gets to the grass roots volunteers as possible. 
So far we have placed all of our training programs in the 
member's only site alongside all the latest up to date 
manuals and publications. If you are a PEP Air member and 
have not received a username and password to get into the 
members only section, you can gain access by emailing 
either myself ( ) or Al King 
( ). Include your name, email 
address and CMS number. When you have been processed 
you will receive an email with login instructions.

Also included in the secure section of the web site are the latest administration forms as 
well as the directions for using them. One of the chief complaints coming from the field 
was the amount of paperwork that is required. The forms have all been reviewed, 
changed and approved. Hopefully we will get input from the field so that we can validate 
their effectiveness.

Speaking of input from the field, everyone has a wonderful opportunity to have their 
voice heard on any issue on which you would like to comment. The “Safety/Activities 
Report Form” is not strictly for reporting safety concerns, although that is an important 
function of the form. It can also be used to submit your observations, comments or 
suggestions. They can be used for improvements to training, safety, equipment or any 
other PEP Air related topic. You can send the report form to the D/Dir of PEP Air. He will 
ensure that it reaches the correct person to action your comments. You are also 
guaranteed a response! Any comments submitted on a Safety/Activities form are 
confidential unless permission is granted to release the information by the person who 
submitted it. This is an excellent opportunity to contribute your thoughts and ideas.

In early April we will be activating our Organizing Committee for the Western Canada 
SAREX to be held in Prince George this August.

Over this past fall and into this spring, PEP Air has been participating in a “Leveling the 
Playing Field” program which is sponsored by PEP. The program will have visited each 
zone in the province and gives all the stakeholders (SAR service providers) an 
opportunity to get together and learn each other's capabilities and limitations so that we 
can all operate together more effectively. Participants will include GSAR, Police, Military, 
PEP Air, emergency radio communications, Emergency Social Services and BC Road 
Rescue.

We are also currently involved in trying to resolve past problems with telephone 
communications with in SHQs during searches. As a result, an SHQ Telecommunications 
Project committee has been established involving PEP Air, PEP, JRCC and 442 
Squadron in an attempt to come up with an established procedure for quickly installing 
required telecommunications.

http://www.embc-
air.org/

b.dunham@shaw.ca
pepair.casara@gmail.com
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12Continued on back page.

http://www.embc-air.org/
mailto:b.dunham@shaw.ca
mailto:pepair.casara@gmail.com


Photos of military spotter 
certification on the Buffalo on 

Sunday, March 11 in Prince 
George. The Buffalo was in Ft. St. 
John and Dawson Creek on the 
previous day to conduct similar 

training.

Top left: Warrant Officer Jean 
Tremblay instructing a spotter 
change. Albert Taylor seated 
and Steve Seebach standing.

Top right: Sergeant Sean 
Harrison leaps off the ramp. The 
jump counts toward his SarTech
recertification.

Bottom left: Norm Kershaw, Carol Kennedy, Allison McCormick and SarTech 
Sergeant Sean Harrison prior to boarding the Buffalo.

Bottom right: Lou Dery, Albert Taylor and Don McKinnon waiting their turn in the 
Buffalo.
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CAR 401.05(2)(a) requires all pilots to have successfully 
completed a recurrent training program within the twenty-
four months preceding any flight. This training may be as 
simple as completing the self-paced exam in the back of 
the Transport Canada Safety Newsletter and carrying a 
copy of it with your pilots licence, attending a safety 
seminar such as the ones presented by COPA (the ”Rust 
Removers”) or flying with an instructor.

Every spring when I renew my aircraft insurance there is a “when did you last have any dual 
instruction” line on the application. I make a point of spending some time with an instructor every 
opportunity I get so this question is an easy one for me to answer...not all pilots do this. We all 
know folks at our local airport who own or fly light aircraft and haven't flown with an instructor for 
many years – probably since they finished their training for their licence, twenty-five years ago! 
Completing the self-paced exam and attending seminars is a very important part of having a 
professional approach to the business of flying airplanes. Keeping the skills developed in the 
cockpit to deal with in-flight emergencies and other out of the ordinary circumstances sharp and 
pertinent to the aircraft being flown, is critical.

The last time I flew with an instructor, he started by asking questions before we even climbed into 
the aircraft. This certainly demonstrated to me that I wasn't as familiar with the POH as I could 
have been even though I have owned and flown the same aircraft for almost sixteen years. My 
skills to make the aircraft go where I wanted it to go and land and take-off were in good shape but 
when the power was pulled to idle unexpectedly on the downwind leg of the circuit, I found myself 
really working to set the aircraft up for a decent forced approach – obviously something I hadn't 
practiced for a while! In only a half hour of forced approaches, slow flight and some emergency 
drills, it became painfully clear that while I was perfectly competent to fly from point A to B, land 
and take-off in challenging and gusty conditions (a fact of life in Squamish!), those skills that 
make the difference when dealing with an in-flight emergency or when operating an aircraft at the 
extremes of its performance envelope were definitely showing some “rust”! 

It has been my experience that most instructors are very willing to help you improve and sharpen 
your skills. They are dedicated to their profession and appreciate a professional attitude from their 
fellow aviators when it comes to enhancing one’s skills, knowledge and promoting safety. Most 
flying schools will be able to offer training in their aircraft or yours, as well as a “rust remover “ for 
all of those skills that aren't strictly stick and rudder. When was the last time you really examined 
weather, changes to regulations and airspace procedures, the latest in navigation aids and how to 
more effectively use those instruments and that radio gear that clutters up the dash?

It is certainly up to all of us as aviators to maintain and improve our skills, recognize bad habits 
and correct them. Most important of all, is nurturing a culture and attitude that there is always 
more to know and learn about flying, that no one was taught all there is to know in their training 
and that recurrent training makes us all a lot safer!  So, book that flight with an instructor and 
practice steep turns, slow flight, stalls and other emergencies soon!

Don McDonald
Provincial PEP Air Safety Officer
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The Creston Valley Airport Society and the volunteers of PEP Air - CASARA South 
East Zone BC invite you to participate in the Creston Valley Airport Appreciation Day 
2012 to be held on Monday, May 21 at the Creston Valley Regional Airport CJA3. The 
Airport Society and volunteers have been hard at work on projects to upgrade the 
airport. We now have a new Emergency Services Building that includes the Airport 
Society office, a training room and offices for ground SAR as well as air search and 
rescue. There is also a pilots' lounge that crews can access as needed. This facility is 
a great asset to the PEP Air - CASARA organization in the south east region.
 
With the hard work of the Airport Society and volunteers, donations were acquired 
from local businesses, government and The Columbia Basin Trust to purchase and 
setup the building. We now have top-notch training facility for SAR in South East BC 
that can also be used for training and, if required, as a search headquarters.
 
We are also working on having our friends from 442 Comox put on a SAR 
demonstration for us. This is just being planned and we are keeping our fingers 
crossed that it will all come together. 
 
So see you here in Creston for the Appreciation Day for CJA3.

Robert McLean
Deputy Commander, South East Zone
rbpepairsar@gmail.com
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                 Creston Valley Regional Airport
                              Appreciation Day

                                 May 21, 2012



Delta Airpark is an airport situated in a park. It is one of those friendly airports with a turf 
runway and the fences have latches not locks. The Delta Airpark Coffee shop is 
frequented by aviation enthusiasts and also non-aviation folks starting or ending a hike on 
the walking trail on the adjacent dike. The coffee shop is a friendly place where the only 
“staff” are the volunteers who happen to be there at the time. The coffee pot is on and the 
place has the familiar feel of the comfortable sofa in front of the TV set of our youth.

On March 1st there was a diverse group of aviators who attended an excellent 
presentation by PEP Air Deputy Director Fred Carey. Jim Niessen, president of the 
Boundary Bay Flying Club (BBFC/COPA FLT 5) introduced Fred. The twenty-seven 
aviators in the audience included members of COPA, RAA, 99's, Boundary Bay Flying 
Club, BC Float plane Association and the Langley and Abbotsford flying clubs, as well as 
a few CASARA members. Ages ranged from a teenager up to an octogenarian and flying 
experience spanned a similar range. Types flown ranged from floats and amphibs, flying 
wing and fixed wing.

Survival Kit - “You show me yours
and I'll show you mine.”
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by Henry Ilg, ADD Boundary Bay

The Delta Airpark 
Coffee Shop audience.

Fred Carey giving his 
survival kit talk.

Fred’s excellent Powerpoint 
presentation began with an overview 
of JRCC locations and SAR 
resources throughout Canada. 
Included were recent statistics of 
JRCC, CASARA and PEP Air 
taskings. Fred then discussed the 406 
ELT beacon, stressing that it must be 
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registered in the Canadian database to enable JRCC to 
contact the owner and rule out any false activations. 
The earlier SAR can confirm that the ELT signal is a 
real distress signal the sooner a search is initiated.

Questions from the audience indicated some were not 
aware that the 406 ELT includes a 121.5 transmitter, 
capable of being homed by someone with any radio 
receiving on 121.5. Maintaining a listening watch on 
121.5 can assist fellow aviators just like in the early 
days of the 121.5 ELTs, before satellites monitored the 
frequency. Also news to some was that the 406 ELT 
transmits databursts which can not be homed with our 
aircraft or hand held radios which is why the 121.5 
transmitter is included. Fred said that although the 406 
ELT has many benefits, current regulations do not 
mandate the 121.5 ELTs to be replaced unless the 
aircraft is imported or sold, and likely will not be 
mandated in the US.

Discussion turned to satellite tracking devices such as 
SPOT or SPIDERTRAX. The SPOT satellite unit is 
great, subscribing to the tracking service is even better; 
without the tracking service the position report must be 
manually activated - which may be difficult or 
impossible for a crash survivor. The URL for the 
position report and tracking page web page must be 
made known to a responsible person and made 
available to SAR to be of any assistance in a search.
Filing a flight plan or a flight note (with a responsible 
and aviation knowledgeable person) are two of the 
overlapping layers which aid in finding missing aviators. 
Other layers include ATC radar contact, leaving a cell 
phone number (and keeping the cell phone turned on) 
with a responsible person. These can help identify the 
owner of the 121.5 (or unregistered 406 ELT) and 

confirm an actual distress signal, not a false alarm.

There was more discussion on cell phones, old & new “smartphone” technology. If reported 
in a timely manner the cell phone contacts with cell towers can be preserved. Knowledge of 
which cell towers were contacted by the missing person's cell can narrow down the search 
area. In one example it was possible to confirm the precise distance from the cell tower, an 
approximate direction and assisted in locating the aircraft. Although the pilot did not survive 
the crash his cell phone did and was invaluable in locating the crash site.

Fred explained how he used the cell phone company software to identify the probable area 
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hours until we were advised that an RCMP chopper was bringing in a tracker. Because 
there was no Search Coordinator we departed the search area for fuel and a short lunch 
break. During our lunch break Kimberley Ground SAR called to advise that the missing 
hunter and his son had returned to their vehicle, and to the open arms of the RCMP and 
GSAR, after seeing HLT circling continuously over the area where they were. Although 
we did not spot the pair from the air it was confirmed that our low flying aircraft had 
planted the seed that we were searching for them which was not surprising given that 
they advised they would return the previous evening. This search taught me that even 
though we did not spot the subjects, the subjects spotted us and came out of the bush 
knowing that we were a search aircraft looking for them. We were instrumental in bringing 
an early end to the search in terrain that was very demanding for GSAR.

Allister Pedersen
Cranbrook Training Officer

Continued from page 10.....Cranbrook Search

in the “SAR Brown” search in the pre “smart” phone era. The new “smart” cell phones can 
transmit precise GPS location, very useful in narrowing down a search area. He 
emphasized that this is not “Big Brother” watching us but can be a useful tool in finding 
the survivors during the “golden hours” critical for survival. Fred also informed the 
audience that in the event of a mishap if unable cell voice call, try text messaging. Text 
messages take far less bandwidth and will try sending multiple times, The emphasis is for 
pilots to help SAR find you.

Fly the flight-planned route and advise someone if deviating from that route. Fred gave 
examples of CSADs from actual searches and cases where the aircraft was found 
outside of the primary CSAD area, resulting in preventable delays which may have made 
a difference in survival.

From the questions asked it was evident that almost everyone present learned something 
new that evening. The underlying message Fred presented was that while having a good 
survival kit on board is essential after a mishap, the most important survival tool is the 
preparation planning and notification, which begin even before engine start, and also 
continues enroute, updating right up to that unplanned landing.

The presentation ended 
with a picture of the 
message most search 
crews hope to see at 
the end of the search!



Deadline for articles for the next issue is August 13th.

Looking for articles, send them to me,

Trevor Black at

finchley@shaw.ca

This newsletter requires input from you! So, 
if you did anything, are, or will be doing 
something in your zone, let me know (and 
thereby everyone else) with a brief and 
snappy article...remember however, that 
this is not the place for the Great Canadian 
Novel, “How To” pieces or those of an 
instructional bent. These would best be 
placed as links on our website, although 
serialized articles are acceptable...first and 
fo remos t ,  th i s  i s  a  NEWS l e t te r.  
Accompanying interesting photos would be 
wonderful but they must be captioned. Write 
them, get them to me and I’ll do the rest.

19

Much has been done in the past 
year to improve the interoperability 
between PEP Air and GSAR. This 
is important because close to half 
of our taskings involve ECC 
taskings to assist in missing person 
searches. Several zones and in 
particular Search Coordinators 
have started to liaise closely with 
their GSAR counterparts to develop 
procedures which make our 
operations safer and more 
effective. This kind of cooperation is 
strongly recommended throughout 
the province. It will yield 
tremendous benefits for both 
organizations.

The summer season will soon be 
upon us and I remind everyone to 
be proactive in keeping up all our 
currencies so that we are ready to 
go out and do what we do best… 
save lives.  

Brian Dunham,  Provincial Training Officer

Continued from page 12

PEP Air - CASARA (Nanaimo) assisted GSAR 
by transporting three GSAR members from 
Nanaimo to Sechelt and back on March 16th, 
then again on March 17th when they took ten 
GSAR members to Qualicum and Campbell 
River (F-BXA John Lamb, G-IEO Warren 
McCormick, G-ASC Bill Velie).

Bill Velie and GSARpassenger Chris Francis
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