
April 2013

Well here we are at another close of the fiscal year. We must be having 
fun as the time sure has gone fast. Soon the weather will be improving 
and we can get out, dust off the wings and check all our gear for another 
exciting year in SAR. Your executive have been very busy over the 
winter doing some field training and more recently an Evaluation in 
the south east which I'm pleased to say went very well. There will 
be more field training in the coming months to various zones as 
well as four more Evaluations within BC.

We recently purchased more SPOT units and most have already 
been distributed throughout the zones. A new PowerPoint lecture 
on how to set them up was created and is now available on our 
provincial website at www.embc-air.org under secure files. If you 
still don't have access to that section just drop myself (pepair.casara@gmail.com), Fred 
Carey (fcarey@telus.net) or Brian Dunham (b.dunham@shaw.ca) a note with your name, 
CMS number and email address. In this same section you will find all kinds of information 
and training aids. Take a moment and go see for yourself. Our map plotter in the Kamloops 
office has seen better days and CASARA National is having it replaced with a new and better 
plotter. It should be up and running by the time you are reading this.

I really hate to harp but each of you need to log into your personal file on CMS and make 
sure the information listed is correct. A document on our provincial webpage (www.embc-

Continued on page 3.

Alton King
Director General
PEP Air - CASARA

PEP         CASARAA -



2

Long awaited amendments to the National Parks Aircraft Access Regulations came into 
law on February 13, meaning Banff and Jasper continue to be available for 
emergency/diversionary use and Jasper is now available for non-commercial recreational 
use. This is the end of a very long process which began in 1987 when Parks decided to 
delist the airstrips. COPA was extensively involved (to put it mildly) in defending the pilots 
and advocating for and then participating in the very long Comprehensive Environmental 
Assessment Process that eventually led to a decision by the Parks Minister to reinstate 
them in the regulations. 

The Gazette announcement (starting on page 321 www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2013/2013-
02-13/pdf/g2-14704.pdf ) confirms that the airstrips have been relisted and it details what 
is permitted at each airstrip. Banff airstrip continues to be available for emergencies and 
diversions, as defined in the announcement, and pilots will need to contact the Park 
Superintendent for permission to leave either Banff or Jasper after landing there for an 
emergency or diversion. Jasper is now available for non-commercial recreational use but 
a permit must be obtained. The announced fees are $5 per day, $50 annually for non-
residents (those who are not from the area but will visit regularly) and $100 annually 
(including long term parking) for residents. 

Contact Banff at 403-762-1510 or Jasper at 780-852-6155 if you have any questions 
about the use of the airstrips, We are also pleased to see that non-motorized paragliding 
and hang-gliding are permitted and that additional landing opportunities are provided in 
Nahanni National Park. COPA's longstanding concern was for the safety of the travelling 
public along two important mountain air routes. COPA proved, through a meteorological 
study (financed by COPA member donations to the Freedom to Fly Fund 
www.copanational.org/specialaction.cfm ) that unpredictable weather could trap pilots. Our 
concerns were opposed by environmentalists. 

It took considerable effort by many volunteers and organizations in support of COPA's 
efforts to be successful with the many issues that faced our sector and requires people to 
come forward: Bryn Thomas and the late Dan Bowen from the Jasper Flying Club and 
Bernie Schiesser and Howard Srigley from the Banff Flying Club put themselves forward 

Continued on page 10.
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air.org), 'How to log into CMS for the first time' is available to help you do this and if you 
need more help, email myself or Keith Bennett (keith_bennett@telus.net) for assistance. If 
your email is not listed correctly you will not receive some very important emails from your 
Executive and Zone.

We have a lot of dedicated professional volunteers here in BC and I would like to take this 
time to thank each and every one of you for a job well done. We often don't say this 
enough and I know it's not much, but I really do appreciate what you do for PEP Air and 
CASARA. If you know of a member who is deserving of acknowledgment, please drop me 
or your Zone Commander a note along with some info on the person and I will be happy to 
make up a certificate and have it presented to them at a local function. And don't forget 
that there are Years of Service Pins from CASARA and EMBC available for every member 
from five to twenty-five years for CASARA and from five years and on from EMBC. These 
pins are in five year increments.

I was recently made aware of an iPhone/iPad App that allows one to see what is going on 
in the world of flying. Check it out, the app is called 'Social Flight'. It lists all the fly-ins, 
seminars, air shows and more.  A site where we can learn of events coming up that we 
could put on a display for the SAR Awareness and Outreach program. I have new 
brochures that will be with the display units and we now have mugs, portfolios and eight 
gig thumb drives as giveaways at these presentations.  Contact your AAD or Zone 
Commander for more info on the SAR Awareness and Outreach program.
‘That others may live'

Al King. Continued from front page.

Over Abbotsford in 
Tom Fisher’s Aero Commander.
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As some of you know it can get a little overwhelming to step on a military plane for the first 
time, or once every couple of years after your basic Spotter PowerPoint presentation and 
your two training flights on a Cessna. I see a really big difference with spotters who have 
been involved on searches and have managed to get a few hours on SAR aircraft. They 
know what to expect, don't normally get airsick easily, their call around procedures are 
relaxed and they don't feel stressed. 

Unfortunately (not for the overdue aircraft) we don't have many searches these days that 
extend for weeks so that the spotters can get the flying time required to become totally 
comfortable at the window. The training flights are few and far between due to various 
reasons.

In this article I will try to give some pointers to help make these flights a little less stressful for 
our PEP Air - CASARA spotters. First, most military SAR platforms are much bigger than a 
Cessna and much more comfortable to move around. The crew is well trained and willing to 
help make you feel part of the team. Anytime you get on a SAR aircraft you will get a 
refresher. I realize that the pilot is not right in front of you, so the first few call arounds are a 
little awkward but the principles are the same. What I normally emphasize when a spotter is 
about to call an object, is to remember four things, that's it.

Turn right/left. You might have to repeat it louder if the pilot didn't acknowledge.
Quick description. I have a white object or there is a broken tree.
Clock position. Remember which side you're on, 3 or 9 o'clock?
Distance. It doesn't have to be exact, you just want the pilot to look in that approximate area.

Military
Spotter

Qualified

by Jean Tremblay

Spotter Qualified. Continued on next page.



Remember to give the pilot a chance to give you feedback since he might have spotted it 
quickly, if not, use some ground features to help him locate the object, like a feature close 
to the object then bringing his eyes to that object. Big picture to small picture description 
method - there are good examples on the PowerPoint presentation.

These simple steps apply on any aircraft and can be practiced even on the ground with a 
moving chair and an object on the floor. As we all know, practice makes perfect and the 
more you practice these simple steps, the easier it will be to do a nice call around on a 
spotted object.

The SAR Tech Team Leader will set up the schedule for spotter rotation and the time in 
the window should be about twenty minutes. The spotter rotation starts with a shoulder tap 
on the previous spotter's shoulder facing the front of the aircraft, and the spotter already in 
the seat should be giving the intercom cord to the new spotter. The second shoulder tap 
means I am plugged on the intercom and ready to move into the seat. As the first spotter 
moves out of the seat he is still searching until the new spotter gets his seat belt on and 
starts looking outside and gives an intercom check by say “new eyes on the left” or” new 
spotter on the left.” Once he is completely ready, he will give a thumbs up to relieve the 
first spotter. Make sure you dress well and if you have any issues, let any crew member 
know and they will help you. I am on the PEP Air contact list and please feel free to 
contact me if you have any questions. 

We try to be at each zone every 12-18 months and I know the training in the windows is 
pretty quick sometimes. The last few planned training weekends had to be cancelled due 
to aircraft issues. We have to submit our training request at least a month in advance 
through Base Operations and I know it is frustrating for all of us having to postpone and 
start the process all over again.

Thanks again everyone for your support, time and dedication.  

www.embc-air.org     www.embc-air.org     www.embc-air.org

Spotter Qualified. Continued from previous page.

Turn left! (wait for the 
pilot to start turning or 
him say ”turning left”.)  
I see something shiney 
at 2 o'clock at half a 
mile.
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You are a passenger in a float plane coming in for a landing on a lake. It is rather gusty, 
but you assume the pilot knows what he is doing and you don't want to distract him. As 
he touches the water, a float hooks on a large wave and the plane flips. You are shocked 
by the violence of the rotation and horrified as icy water begins to flood in, starting at 
your head level!

Let's hope you never end up in a situation like this, but if you do, do you know how to 
escape and live through it? Would you panic? Do you know that the majority of deaths in 
water-based accidents happen by drowning...after surviving the initial impact! One way 
to increase your odds of survival is to take an underwater egress course. I took such a 
course in February with John and Jackie Heiler of Pro Aviation Safety Training. It was a 
day-long course, meant for anyone who flies, in any capacity. We had a reporter, nurses, 
a doctor, as well as pilots, participating in the group of fourteen. The training is for 
everyone who wants to be prepared in the event of the unthinkable. 

We spent the morning in a classroom discussing 
safety considerations before and during the flight, 
egress procedures, and sea survival. We also 
practiced inflating a life vest and received a 
variety of take home materials. 

In the afternoon, we spent two and a half hours in 
the pool. (It was a warm pool, but after a while 
our body temperatures dropped and many 
students were chilled. I'd recommend wearing a 
wet suit under your clothing, as I did.) After 
jumping in, we put our life jackets on and orally 
inflated them, while in the water. We practiced 
swimming and entering a raft while wearing the 
cumbersome vests. Then came the part we were 
all worried about - being strapped in, turned 
upside down under water, and trying to escape. It 
turned out to not be so bad after all, other than 
the lovely water-up-your-nose sensation! We 

Egress Training...
...Would You Live?

by Teena Della

Teena Della giving a thumbs up in 
the uncomfortable life jacket after 
having successfully flipped and 
climbed into the raft.

Egress. Continued on next page.
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each had about five turns in the two-seat cockpit. After the basic training, we were led 
through a variety of possible scenarios such as a blocked door, a dark location, and 
grabbing a life vest from under the seat on the way out.

Here is a YouTube link of our egress experience - videoed, edited, and put to music by 
Edgar Bullon, a fellow trainee and pilot:  

Some of the big lessons I took away:
Whenever you get into an aircraft (or car), plan how you will get out.
Have all passengers practice opening the door. 
Do a thorough safety briefing. 
Don't hesitate to tell the pilot about a potentially dangerous situation. You are responsible 
for your own safety, always.
Do not inflate your life vest until after you have exited the plane.
In a water crash, wait for the motion to stop, open the door, grab onto a reference point, 
release your seat belt, pull yourself out, and finally inflate vest (hold hand above head so 
you don't hit anything on way up).
Door might not open until cabin is flooded with water, equalizing pressure.
Keep survival equipment under seat, or on your person, for easy access before exiting.
Life vests and life rafts greatly increase your chances of survival in cold water.

The company I trained with, Pro Aviation Safety Training, , offers a 
discounted rate of $160 for CASARA members (the regular price is $295 I believe) and is 
Transport Canada(TC) approved so qualifies for the two year pilot recency requirement. 
Another company, Aviation Egress Training Systems, , located in 
Victoria, offers a similar program, but check if they offer a CASARA discount and are TC 
approved.

I highly recommend the course. It was lots of fun and an amazing learning and networking 
experience; well worth the investment! You never know when an accident may happen 
and being prepared will improve your chances of survival. Don't wait until it is too late!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XRJSErODNc

www.proaviation.ca

www.dunkyou.com

Egress. Continued from previous page.
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What is the definition of an EMBC volunteer?
The Emergency Program Act defines “volunteer” as a 
volunteer registered by a local authority or the Provincial 
Emergency Program. Volunteers undertake to train for and 
respond to an emergency or disaster on behalf of the 
provincial government or a local authority as defined in the Act.

Am I covered by WSBC?
An Emergency Services Worker (ESW) is defined as any 
person who has volunteered for Emergency Services Work 
and has registered with the Provincial Emergency Services 
Coordinator. In British Columbia this is EMBC and one of the 
key reasons we are adamant about volunteers registering with 
us and signing in on a task. The agreement also outlines that 
“Emergency Service Work” means, there is no compensation and the response activity 
has been authorized by EMBC. WorkSafeBC (WSBC) advises that it is the responsibility 
of EMBC to designate who its “employees” are for the purposes of the agreement. EMBC 
has said that persons, who are registered as “public service lifeline”, including search and 
rescue volunteers, are Emergency Service Workers and thus considered employees for 
purposes of WorkSafeBC coverage.

When am I covered?
 EMBC volunteers will receive coverage for the travel portion of 

their response (portal to portal) as well as for the operational task. 

Are there situations where I am not covered? 
Travel related to training tasks is not subject to the same level of urgency, therefore the 
travel portion is not covered by WorkSafeBC. However, the training exercise itself is 
covered by WorkSafeBC. Public education activities, such as mall displays or parades, 
are not covered by WorkSafeBC. 

Are air crew (spotters) covered by WorkSafeBC while flying in a private aircraft and 
how does WorkSafeBC respond in relation to aircraft insurance?
Yes, they are covered. WorkSafeBC coverage is primary; meaning no other insurance 
policy that may be in force at the time of the injury will pay compensation of any kind as 
long as WorkSafeBC coverage is applicable. 

 When on an operation,

Don McDonald
Provincial PEP Air 

Safety Officer

o

Are we covered by...

Continued on next page.

http://embc.gov.bc.ca/em/volunteer/ESW_WCB_Liability.pdfCHE
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WorkSafeBC. Continued from previous page.

There are two forms for reporting  injuries, they are accessed through the WSBC 
website, they are Form 6A (Worker's Report of Injury or Occupational Disease to 
Employer) and  Form 7 (Employer's Report of Injury or Occupational Disease). The 
Form 6A is to be completed by the “worker” and submitted to the Zone Commander. 
The Form 7 is filled out by the Zone Commander and submitted to WSBC. 
Interestingly, our Safety Management System (SMS) says all incidents and safety 
hazard reports are to be submitted directly to the Provincial Safety Officer, within 
three days. Perhaps the Executive should hold a policy/procedure review on this 
issue.

What type of incidents do I need to report and how serious does the injury 
have to be for it to be reportable? 
Does the minor paper cut that needed a band-aid or the neck pain from looking out a 
small airplane window for eight hours require a report? A reportable injury is one 
arising out of and in the course of employment, or which is claimed by the worker to 
have arisen out of and in the course of employment, where one of the following 
conditions is present or subsequently occurs: 
The worker loses consciousness following the injury or the worker is transported or 
directed by a first aid attendant or other employer representative to a hospital or other 
place of medical treatment, or is recommended by such persons to go to such place. 
The injury is one that obviously requires medical treatment. 
The worker has received medical treatment for the injury. 
The worker is unable or claims to be unable by reason of the injury to return to his or 
her usual job function on any working day subsequent to the day of injury. 
The injury or accident resulted or is claimed to have resulted in the breakage of an 
artificial member, eyeglasses, dentures or a hearing aid. 
The worker or WorkSafeBC has requested that an employer's report be sent.                                 
Where none of the conditions listed above are present, an injury is a minor injury and 
not required to be reported to WorkSafeBC unless one of those conditions 
subsequently occurs.

Even if the injury doesn't fit the above criteria, but there is some (or any!) question as 
to an injury being reportable, fill out the forms (and first aid record) and send them in. 
As the Provincial Safety Officer for PEP AIR/CASARA, I would never have an issue 
with someone wanting to send in a report as every one of us has their own definition 
of what constitutes a minor injury. I have worked for folks who don't even consider a 
broken leg a time loss injury – the only time lost is waiting for the plaster cast to 
harden so they can get back to their dirt moving equipment! An unreported injury 
doesn't mean it isn't recorded. Section 3.19 of the Occupational Health and Safety 
Regulations requires that a record of all injuries or exposure to contaminants must be 
kept “in a form acceptable to the Board” for a minimum of three years. Most level one 
first aid kits will have a record book, which by legislation are to be kept confidential.

When in doubt – fill the forms out!
9
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Brian Dunham
Provincial Training Officer

Zone Evaluation...just the mention of that term can 
instill fear and trepidation in the heart of even the most 
dedicated PEP Air - CASARA volunteer and it happens 
every 18-24 months.

Let's take the mystery out of the evaluation process and 
give you an idea how to be better prepared and at ease 
when zone eval time rolls around. The first thing to 
remember is a zone evaluation is designed to be a confidence building affair. It is 
meant to demonstrate to the zone members that they are quite capable of carrying out 
the tasks assigned them and to give them additional training strategies to further 
strengthen those capabilities. It also gives JRCC and ECC the confidence to continue 
tasking zone resources on operational missions. You are already quite capable of 
carrying out these duties, this simply validates it.

How do we prepare for an evaluation? Well that depends on the position you hold 
within the zone. If you are the Zone Commander (ZC), Zone Training Officer (ZTO) or 
Area Air Deputy (AAD) then you must ensure that as many of your aircrew are current 
at any given moment, that the training is varied and comprehensive and that everyone 
is capable of completing the core tasks required of them. If you are an administrator, it 
means that all the paperwork is up to date, completed and filed in a timely 
manner...and that the CMS reflects this. For Search Headquarters (SHQ) personnel, it 
means that the Search Coordinators (SC) are exercised and current and are training 
assistants to help with the various duties with in the SHQ. For aircrew it means that 
you are maintaining your currencies and carrying out your flying duties in a safe and 
effective manner. Are you completing the required forms when they are supposed to 
be used? Are you completing proper mission planning before your flights and 
complete debriefs after you have landed. Are the crews comparing the map flight 
following with their GPS tracks to validate their mapwork? Are GPS tracks from ELT 
homing missions reviewed to find areas for improvement or local area conditions that 
might affect homings?

So as you can see, it is important that every training task is completed as if it were an 
operational mission or zone evaluation. If you train this way all the time, than the 
confidence level within the zone will be noticeable, your professionalism will be 
apparent and that fear and anxiety that we often suffer from just before an evaluation 
will never get a chance to materialize.

Surviving a Zone Evaluation

   What can you do now to prepare for your next mission or zone evaluation? 10



in court to test the prohibition on landing at the airstrips. With COPA's Freedom to Fly 
Fund backing, we succeeded in putting the closures on hold and the court action was 
the catalyst for a Comprehensive Environmental Assessment (CEA) that demonstrated 
the safety need for the airstrips. Participants in that process included the Jasper Flying 
Club (Bryn Thomas and Tom Bell), Banff Flying Club (Bill Clark), Bob Kirkby (COPA 
Director and Chair) as well as many COPA members who provided their emergency 
and diversion experiences as part of the Air Safety Risk Assessment portion of the 
CEA. When Minister Baird directed that the airstrips remain open, the resulting draft of 
regulatory amendments were subject to a public comment period. There were many 
COPA members who took the time to provide their input. 

Thank you to everyone who came forward to help secure a future for these airstrips.

COPA Chair reports can be found at:
www.copanational.org/ChairMar09.cfm 
www.copanational.org/ChairMar09Fr.cfm 
www.copanational.org/ChairAug10En.cfm 

COPA. Continued from page 2.

Henry Ilg returning from Squamish at dusk after a busy CASARA training day.
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There are many good reasons for close cooperation 
between Air SAR and Ground SAR. In Cranbrook another 
good reason was just added to the list - PLB (Personal Locator 
Beacon) homing training. Cranbrook Ground SAR (along with other GSAR 
groups in the province) were recently provided with a PLB, which, like ELTs operate 
through SARSAT and also, like 406 MHz ELTs, have a homing transmitter on 121.5 
MHz.  Given the increasing number of PLBs being used, and the fact that Cranbrook 
GSAR has their own homer and training transmitter, it was decided to do some 
homing training with their ProFind DF unit. This was followed several weeks later 
with a night time scenario where the training PLB (operating on 122.15 MHz) was 
placed in the bush. In that scenario a lead homing team, under the direction of a joint 
member of both PEP Air and GSAR, was given the task of locating the PLB who  
then contacted a second team that came in with a stretcher and wheel to remove an 
injured subject.  

Nick Bedwell, 
Cranbrook GSAR 
Training Officer
 with a PLB and 

ProFind DF.

Allister Pedersen is the Cranbrook PEP Air Training Officer
 and a member of Cranbrook GSAR.

PEP Air & GSAR 
Cooperation in Cranbrook

A day-long joint exercise has been planned where ELT and PLB training units will be 
hidden around Cranbrook.  Air crews will be tasked to find the GSAR teams that 
have placed the ELT and PLB. Once the GSAR teams are located (spotters will have 
live targets to look for) the search aircraft, using FM air/ground comms, will direct 
GSAR ground homing teams to home in on the ELT and PLB with their homers.  
It just makes good sense!  PEP Air can assist GSAR with the search for PLBs and 
as GSAR expertise builds they can assist PEP Air in homing ELTs.



Looking for articles, send them to me,

Trevor Black at

finchley@shaw.ca

This newsletter requires input from you! So, 
if you did anything, are, or will be doing 
something in your zone, let me know (and 
thereby everyone else) with a brief and 
snappy article...remember however, that 
this is not the place for the Great Canadian 
Novel, “How To” pieces or those of an 
instructional bent. These would best be 
placed as links on our website, although 
serialized articles are acceptable...first and 
fo remos t ,  th i s  i s  a  NEWS l e t te r.  
Accompanying interesting photos would be 
wonderful but they must be captioned. Write 
them, get them to me and I’ll do the rest.

Deadline for articles for the next issue is September 30th.

It was a dark and stormy night many years ago when an ELT signal was reported by a small 
commercial aircraft operating in southwestern BC. (This was long before the days of SARSAT 
and the ELT location was very general.) The usual comms procedures revealed no overdue 
aircraft and DOC was called to locate what was thought to be just one more inadvertent ELT 
activation. Later that dark and stormy evening, 442 Squadron in Comox  received a tasking to 
take a look. A Labrador crew was called and a chopper readied for the tasking. During the pre-
flight comms check a receiver was tuned to 121.5 MHz and a very strong ELT was heard. As 
the chopper prepared for takeoff someone called, "could you check our ELT just to make sure 
…"  A few minutes later the Labrador crew were able to advise that they had very quickly 
located the source of the inadvertent ELT!   

Another ELT Story from my days as a DOC Radio Inspector

Allister Pedersen is the Cranbrook Training Officer and worked as a radio inspector
 in Vancouver chasing ELTs and EPIRBs during the 1970's. 

Boundary Bay members hold an 
impromptu training day in the 

new Boundary Bay terminal as 
their regular location, the 

classroom at Pacific Flying Club 
was being painted that day.
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