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The 2016 CASARA Western Canada SAREX was hosted by British Columbia's PEP Air
and was held in Smithers, over the weekend of August 5-7. A total of seven aircraft and
crews from BC (2), Alberta (2), Saskatchewan (2) and Manitoba (1) participated, as well
as two BC based comms hi fliers.
Aircraft and crews arrived in Smithers on the Friday and were given exercise and
mountain flying briefings followed by a meet and greet with supper. Early on Saturday
morning, the participants received a further briefing on the exercise specifics and were
then given taskings to mission plan and fly by the simulated SHQ.
Continued on page 13.

Can you believe it is mid-August already? We have
had a bit of a wet summer here in the west so far
this year, however August is looking a little more
like sun and sand time. I sure don't know where the
time has gone, in late May I was elected to VP
Finance and Administration on the executive for
CASARA National and it has been a fairly steep
learning curve. Throw in the Western Canada
SAREX that was held in Smithers two weeks ago
and what with all the pre-planning and getting
things ready, I didn't have much time to turn around.
I am now looking forward to things settling down a
bit and maybe get some fishing in before the fall
weather hits.
The province has been busy with false ELTs and
some PLBs that have been discarded and then
Alton King, Director General
shorting out in landfills. Our members have been
PEP Air - CASARA
very busy in support of GSAR and I must say I have
heard nothing but good things about our new GSAR radio kits that allow us to
communicate with GSAR directly from our aircraft using an external antenna. These
kits may not be the exact fix for the problem, but they are 110% better than what we
have had in the past. GSAR now make it a priority to contact us for support and our
taskings are really up because of it. We still have some of these units in stock if there is
a need in your BC zone let me know and I'll have it shipped.
I would like to say congratulations to Brian Dunham for being the EMBC-Air Member
of the Year.
He was presented with his plaque at the Victoria Parliament Buildings on
th
April 28 ; a very deserving member.
Again, I want to advise all of you that we have certificates and plaques available for
any member who has done something outstanding, as well as certificates and plaques
for any business or outside agency you feel should be recognized. Please drop me a
note stating the situation and we will be glad to send it along for presentation. Also,
don't forget there are year pins available from both EMBC and CASARA for all our
members.
In closing please have a safe and happy time in
what's left of our summer and keep in mind
all the great training that is coming up this fall.

‘That Others May Live'

KELOWNA

April Classroom - Fire Extinguishers
We are quite fortunate to have one of our
members who belongs to the fire
department at the airport. Since all our
pilots have fire extinguishers in their
airplanes we thought it would be
informative to have Don Glavin do a
presentation on how to use the fire
extinguisher correctly should the need
ever arise.
The fire truck was brought out and
everyone had a chance to check it out.
After explaining all of the equipment on
the truck we then focused on how to put
out a fire. Everyone was given the
opportunity to practice putting out fires
using the fire extinguisher.
To use a fire extinguisher correctly, one
should remember the acronym P.A.S.S.

More photos on
page 20.

P

Pull the pin.

A

Aim at the base of the fire.

S

Squeeze the trigger.

S

Sweep side to side.

- Babs Tarasiuk

In the last edition this award was called
the North American Masters Trophy
and was presented to the Nanaimo
crew at the 2015 Comox SAREX by
Brian Bishop (centre) who has pointed
out it is actually the Lt. Col. Colin
Goodman SAR Excellence Award.
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Donna Clayson, President
CASARA Yukon

We have twenty-four members here in the
Yukon: five pilots, four navigators with three
in training, thirteen spotters along with target
setters, office and board members. Many
members hold dual positions.
Since January we have held eleven training
flights along with a day of winter survival
skills training. Of course some of the planned
flights had to be cancelled due to weather. We
strive to conduct as many flight and ground
exercises as possible. With such a short season
without snow we all look forward to getting
out to the lakes and vacation destinations. It's
beautiful here in the north with so many
hiking trails (as seen from the air), fishing
spots and beauty that takes your breath away
that it is easy to not want to leave the territory.
It's like living every day in a park yet you can
go home and sleep in your own bed at day's
end. Life is good.
Last summer we had a major reorganization of
our search headquarters. Everything has a
place of its own and is easy to locate when
needed. Maps on the walls and navigator desk
ready for the next search or exercise. We have
a wonderful landlord and a lovely space in
which to function and work.

David Downing, Thor Flender and Robert Siefke.

Grizzly kill site
from the air.

Photos: Mirjam Fleming

Continued on next page.

4

Yukon - continued from previous page.

John Faulkner and aircraft.
Tin Cup Lake
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We now have a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed with the RCMP. We have been called out for a search
once this summer and work with Yukon Search & Rescue ground teams. CASARA Yukon and YSAR had a joint
exercise over water looking for persons. This is something new to us as we usually search in mountainous regions so
now we are learning how to search over water, it's a great learning experience.
We are looking forward to the end of August for a day of first aid training and DF homing. Also, Operation Nanook is
scheduled for the end of August where we will be working jointly with Emergency Measures Organization flying over
regions to assess 'earthquake damage' by photographing landslides, bridges out and structural damage. Again, great
training out of our comfort zone and makes what we do fun and interesting with a twist.
That's it for now so until next time…..

It's a different world from anything else. When you get up there and you
fly around, everything is so beautiful. And then, while you're up there,
you forget about problems while you're up. You've still got 'em, but that
doesn't matter, you've had a little rest from it. It's just a wonderful thing.
'Mama Bird' Evelyn Johnson
(102 years. Logged seven years of flying time.)
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There is no doubt that we are 'knee deep' in an age
of technological advancements. Sometimes it
seems that new technologies are arriving before we
have had time to acclimatize to those only recently
replaced.
It is imperative to remember, in PEP Air (CASARA)
that our basic skills as pilots, navigators and
spotters are just as important as they have always
been. We are still about basic aircraft instruments,
paper maps, situational awareness and the “Mark
One Eyeball”. They are still our bread and butter
and they probably will always be.

Brian Dunham

The technology has its place also. They are tools
that should be used to supplement our basic skills,
Executive Member
not replace them. It is nearly impossible to validate
GPS waypoints without a map, but easy to validate a map without a GPS. You
can plan a route on ForeFlight, but you need a map to 'mission plan'. It is
important to ensure that technology is used in a way that complements our
basic skill sets.
In the news lately there has been a great deal of attention given to distracted
driving. With the growing number of distracting electronic devices being found
in the modern cockpit, it is important to place the same amount of attention on
the possibility of distracted flying. I have found that if we are not completely
familiar with our gadgets we can spend much too much time focused on them.
Remember, we are not airline pilots flying in controlled skies. We are light
aircraft flying low level in crowded skies in very unforgiving geography. Fly
safe, and have a wonderful summer.

Bryan Cantwell, Bill
Peetoom, Wilfried Braun
and Tom Fisher
manning the CASARA
booth in Langley.
Photo: Bryan Cantwell
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Creston held their seventy-fifth Blossom
Festival starting on Friday evening May 20
to Monday, May 23 (Victoria Day). On
by Creston Spotter - Jenifer Wolf Saturday, planes flew over the parade
which excited the crowd. On the Monday it
was Appreciation Day at Creston Airport, it
started out with a pancake breakfast, the
rest of the day had different kinds of
displays and demo's with a Classic Car
Show included along with some vintage
motorcycles. It was raining all day but did
not keep anyone from attending this
special day, there was a good turnout.

Creston Airport Appreciation Day

Brian Endicott explaining to
the public about CASARA.

Creston Air Search and Rescue had a
booth set up and a slide show so people
could see what is involved in becoming a
member of CASARA, there was a lot of
interest in this. Last week we had an
evaluation day with planes and crews
flying in from Nelson and Cranbrook.
Creston has such a good team, we all
work together to make things go smoothly,
our co-ordinater Robert McLean gets
everyone interested in doing different jobs
to help out and makes sure everyone is up
to date with procedures for any emergency
that may happen.
We have two pilots working with CASARA,
Michael Wigen and Rob McLeod. Michael
owns the a De Havilland Beaver, he was
an aerobatic stunt flyer for 37 years; we
consider him one of the best pilots around.
We also have Rob, who is the local
veterinarian in Creston.

Jeanette Anderson, Brian Endicott, Larry Wolf,
Robert McLean and
Michael McCarthy.

Planes were taking off periodically to fly
over the Children's Parade, even though it
was raining, it was nice to see so many
dedicated pilots and crew support the day.
Ground Search And Rescue had a display
table set up along with their new rescue
vehicle. The airport is owned by the Town
of Creston, it is used by BC Ambulance,
Medivac, BC Forestry, fire fighters,
doctors, private local pilots and non-profit
groups of volunteers, along with Creston
Search and Rescue.
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CASARA Nova Scotia
Wilderness Surviva Training
A group of CASARA Nova Scotia
members were treated to a survival
course put on by a group of highly
trained military personnel. The
group of trainers were all very
experienced as search and rescue
members and passed on a wealth of
knowledge to the CASARA members.

Fred Sampson
Webmaster
CASARA Nova Scotia

The survival course started on the
first day with a six hour in-class
training session where members
were instructed in such topics as first
aid, what clothing one should be
wearing in anticipation of things
going wrong during a flight, or while
on a hiking or hunting trip planned
for even just a few hours. Discussion
centered on the essential lightweight things you can take with you
to make your stay as comfortable as
possible given the conditions
encountered, and to keep a win –
win mind set that things are going to
be fine. It was said, that in most
cases as long as you do not panic and
follow proper recommended
procedures and training, you should
be fine.
The field training focused on making
a shelter, building a fire to keep you
warm in the applicable weather
conditions, how to catch/gather food
and water, what to eat, and what
not to eat in the wild and how to
build an effective signal fire. While
the participants were given some
food, it should be noted that this
consisted of pieces of candy for the
outdoor overnight event.
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Continued on next page.
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Wilderness Training - continued from previous page.
The scenario presented to the
members was that they were in an
aircraft (possibly on an actual
search mission to help locate
someone in distress) that had crash
landed and they had to survive by
whatever means possible until help
arrived. Just to make this training
session as realistic as possible,
Mother Nature lent a hand to help
the trainers show the members
that when a situation seems bad, it
can always get worse. On the day of
the outdoor/overnight training, it
just happened to be one of the
worst days of the winter
weatherwise. It wasn’t enough that
it was a very cold winter’s day, the
members also had the pleasure of
enduring continuous freezing rain
conditions the whole time!

Melting snow to collect water.

Every member that participated in
this event had put their name forth
on a volunteers' list with a lot of
other CASARA members, hoping
they would be the lucky ones to be
picked for this training. None of
these members in this training are
paid for what they do at any time;
it is strictly and completely on a
volunteer basis. Any of the
members could have said “I have
had enough” and quit the training
at any time during the event but
even so not one person gave up!
One might ask, why would anybody
put themselves through this? Well
the answer can be found in the
CASARA motto, “That others may
live”.
When the training was completed
all participants agreed that even
with the unfriendly weather
conditions it was a great weekend.
Everybody learned something new
and brought that knowledge back
to their respective zones to pass it

Setting a snare.
Continued on next page.
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Wilderness Training - continued from previous page.

Preparing a camp fire.
on to their members. During this
weekend training not only did those
involved learn a lot about wilderness
survival, they also formed new
friendships. Training such as this not
only provides excellent training, it also
plants a seed for a comradery with the
zones province wide.

The
remaining
four photos on
this page are, preparing
and lighting a signal fire...and the result!
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Victoria recently welcomed two new pilots: Les Lowe
(Cessna 172) and Allan Rempel (Cessna 210). They
have just been certified. Keith Bjorndahl arrived
early last year from CASARA Saskatchewan,
which he joined over twenty years ago. For
the last two years in a row, he's put his
Cessna 182 on display during the
Victoria Flying Club's spring open
house. He also gave us the idea of
showing the public how we track an
ELT with our homers. We place it a
short distance away, then invite
visitors to follow the signal with us (they
carry the homer) and find a “treasure” – a small
give-away item in a box beside the ELT. It's a fun
exercise, takes about five minutes and sharpens our own
tracking and PR skills.

VI

Marie Woodruff
Vancouver Island

CAS

ARA

Our heartiest congratulations to Vancouver Island's own Brian Dunham, the 2016 Air Volunteer of the Year! He
and the other PEP/EMBC award winners were honoured in Victoria on April 28.
A new memorial garden has recently been dedicated at the BC Legislature for all emergency services who
have lost their lives in the line of duty. On April 28, Director Alton King attended the garden dedication along
with numerous other SAR volunteers from all disciplines.
For CASARA's 30th anniversary this year, historians Keith Bennett and Marie Woodruff are interested in
updating the BC history. All of your memories are welcome, please send them and any photos to
bccasarahistory@yahoo.ca We also want to know the progress of any other member organizations' provincial
histories. You can send this or any other information to the history email address above.
Hosted by Nanaimo, Vancouver Island passed its Zone Evaluation with flying colours on Saturday, June 11.
Everyone remained flexible through numerous changes of plan, equipment malfunctions...and one flat tire
which required a change of airplanes before we even left Victoria. All in all, it was a challenging but very
rewarding day.
As an added bonus, Buffalo 452 (crewed by: pilots Captains
Todd Breker and Kais Oboosey, navigators Captain Helen
Neilson, a former CASARA member in the Maritimes and
Lieutenant Matt McNevin, SARtechs Sergeants Ron Barrow
and John Gute. Apologies, but we didn't get the flight
engineer's name.) was able to fly in from Comox and give
spotter training to seven volunteers: Ian Coneybeer, Melinda
Evans, Nadia Scott and Marie Woodruff of Victoria; Dallen
Masters, Dora Masters and Martin Williams of Nanaimo.
This kind of training does not generally happen during a
Zone Eval! For all but Marie, this was their first time in the
Buffalo, and all did very well, even during some turbulence in
the search area near Port Alberni.

All Aboard: Victoria and Nanaimo members
about to get a Buffalo flight.

Late July was very busy with four events: our monthly meeting on Tuesday the 19th, followed by a display at
the BC Aviation Museum on Saturday the 23rd (which was reported on a local TV station). The very next day,
SARtech W.O. Dave Knubley gave us some first aid and ELT training. To our delight, Dave informed us he'll be
coming down to Victoria every year for this training. Finally, Saturday, July 30 featured some spotter training
flights.
News from the School of Search and Rescue: the new School Commandant is Chief Warrant Officer Wayde
Simpson, a native of Kamloops, he replaces CWO Jeff Warden.
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Congratulations Brian Dunham!
Brian is a thirty-eight year veteran of the Royal
Canadian Navy and Royal Canadian Air Force.
For his last thirty years of service, he was
employed as an RCAF Search and Rescue
Technician (SARtech). During this time, he had
the honour to work directly with PEP Air as a
member of the 442 Squadron CASARA Liaison
Office in Comox for eight years.

On his retirement from the military in 2007,
Brian became a proud member of PEP Air.
Initially utilized as a Training Facilitator, he
helped design and revise a number of lesson
plans, as well as planning and instructing formal
PEP Air courses. In 2009 he was selected as the
Assistant Provincial Training Officer.
In 2010 Brian was appointed as the Provincial Training Officer, a position he held for
four years. His duties included providing province wide training programs and field
training, as well as maintaining provincial and national standards for our 550 BC
members. He was deeply involved in the continuing development of PEP Air's Search
Coordinator Program. He was also employed as a Search Headquarters Representative
during a number of searches. He was selected this year as a civilian (PEP Air /
CASARA) member of the Directing Staff for the RCAF Assistant Search Master course,
held in Sydney, Nova Scotia earlier this month.
Brian Dunham is currently an active member of the PEP CASARA executive committee
and resides in Courtenay, BC.

On board the Buffalo, we
saw that this plane didn't
have a CASARA sticker at
the navigator's station, but
that was quickly fixed. If
anyone has been able to
place one of our stickers in
any other RCAF search and
rescue aircraft, please send
a note and/or photo to
bccasarahistory@yahoo.ca

Photo: Marie Woodruff
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Some early morning fog around the area did delay the
start of flying slightly on Saturday, but once it cleared
Western Canada SAREX
continued from front page. the rest of the day was good for flying. The conditions
were not turbulent, which was a bonus for those crews
not accustomed to mountain flying.
All seven participating crews conducted two tasking
flights and one ground ELT homing exercise. PEP Air's
Brian Dunham was the Exercise Director and Chief
Judge. Other members of the PEP Air Provincial
Executive served as exercise staff/controllers. As well,
the RCAF provided the chief crew debriefer, Captain
Greg Clark (JRCC Victoria CLO) and Warrant Officer
David Knubley (442 Squadron SARtech CLO) oversaw
the ground ELT homing portion of the SAREX.
After the conclusion of the SAREX at 1700 on
Saturday, the crews had time to relax while the judges
and exercise staff tallied up all the results. At 1900 all
participants reconvened at the hangar for a banquet,
followed by presentations and speeches.

442 honors Mack Schat
with two pictures
for all he does at
"Drop Zone Mack”.
Photo: Al King.

PEP Air Director Alton King was master of ceremonies for the banquet and awards
ceremonies. He gave special thanks and recognition to the BC North West Zone
Commander Lynn Van Cadsand, who, along with her operations staff was responsible for
all the SHQ and logistics/transportation arrangements for the SAREX. Lynn and her staff,
including SC Rick Beatty, did outstanding preparation work in advance of the event,
resulting in a smooth running exercise. For an exercise of this scale to be successful,
effective planning and preparation are critical, and Lynn and her team are congratulated for
a job well done. Additionally, long time Smithers PEP Air volunteer Mack Schat was
recognized for his 'Drop Zone Mack'.
First place overall was the Saskatchewan based crew of C-FZNZ (pilot Paul Ricklefs,
navigator Cliff Fitzpatrick, spotters Ian MacNeill and Abigail Clarke), and second place was
the BC based crew of C-GIWM (pilot Hans Hoepfner, navigator Paul Monchamp, spotters
Ruth Ilg and Sean Smith).

Pat McSorley
Public Relations

The banquet and awards ceremony was a very
enjoyable social gathering for all participants. The
opportunity for CASARA crews from different
provinces to train and socialize together in events
like the WCSAREX was a rewarding experience
for everyone attending. In closing, the WCSAREX
was a very successful training exercise, with all
participants expressing their appreciation to the
host organization for a job well done.
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HERCULES 335 VISITS KELOWNA

The Kelowna PEP Air group
welcomed the Hercules 335 crew to
practice their flight skills in our
mountainous terrain in May. The
crew practiced airborne intercepts
with our “confused” aircraft operator
as well as taking up six spotters for
military spotter certification flights.
Mark Payer, our pilot, practiced his
acting ability by becoming very
confused and lost while flying.
Apparently he was checking out the
moose in the vicinity. Confusion and
disorientation occurred and he was
completely lost and unable to find his way back to the airport. The military were able to
do an airborne intercept and lead him back to the airport. This was repeated with the two
military pilots as they practiced this manoeuver. The scenario then became a search and
rescue operation as the airplane never did land at the airport and an ELT was then heard.
A target was put out in the hills outside Kelowna and located. After locating the ELT and
plane crash, two SARtechs parachuted into the area.
Everyone involved in the operation enjoyed themselves. Thanks to the pilots and crew for
the day.
Babs Tarasiuk
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Chuck Pachal (on left) presenting to the
Air Cadet League of Canada
a bursary cheque from
the CASARA Foundation at the
Air Cadet League of Canada Presidents Banquet.

Two long-time members of
Kamloops PEP Air, Al McNeely
and Alec Farquharson, awarded
30 year pins by Provincial Safety
Officer Chuck Henderson.
Photo:

Steve Van Wagoner, Area Air Deputy
PEP Air/CASARA, Kamloops
airsar@icloud.com
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Vancouver Island members returning from a
military spotter training flight. Photo: Bill Velie

Westjet 737 on approach to YVR over Surrey.
Photo: Trevor Black

Avro Lancaster at night - from the internet.

Burns Bog fire drops on FlightRadar24.com
Photo: Dave Popil
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Brent Fabbi with WO Dave
Knubley in the Buffalo on a
recent stop in Abbotsford.

767 over Richmond at dusk. Photo: Trevor Black
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ow
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Smithers SAREX volunteers. Photo: Ruth Ilg

CASARA booth at the ZBB air show.
Photo: Henry Ilg

www.embc-air.org

www.embc-air.org

www.embc-air.org

17

Snake 903 at YLW
on July 9 for fuel
en route Prince George.
Rick Montagnon
Kelowna
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FROM THE DESK OF....
Chuck Henderson
Provincial Safety Officer

A big thank you to those who took the time to
submit articles for our spring 2016 issue. It
seems that each issue is even bigger and
better than the last. Keep it up folks!
This publication started out as a
Safety Bulletin and we welcome
safety related articles.
Another big thanks also to all our members who were involved in the PEP Air
portion of the west coast disaster training exercise called "Coastal Response" held in
early June. Many members took a day or two off to participate in this valuable
exercise. We had our APTO Pat McSorley and SC Robert Northcott embedded
within the Air Branch coordinating PEP Air's activities and this seems to have gone
very well. PEP Air's participation was well received and impressive. We tasked
quickly and produced valuable data. This was a trial run of the new PEP Air Aerial
Damage Assessment tool which it appears will become another tool in our toolbox
of mission capabilities. A training package is being worked on and we expect to
present it to all zones soon.
With real summer having finally arrived here on the west coast a few reminders
about summer operations. Give those tall thunder bumpers a wide birth, at least
fifteen miles in the interior of BC from my experience. Be aware of your density
altitude, that one can bite you by increasing turn radius, slowing rate of climb and
increasing true airspeeds. Consider going on oxygen well below 10,000 feet, as this
will lessen fatigue and improve decision making. This is especially true if you are
flying CAP at altitude for extended periods of time. Also, make sure you stay well
hydrated (but avoid coffee).
I have run across a web site that you may find of interest and could prove useful in
your flight planning as the wildfire season progresses. Try this site:
http://firesmoke.ca/forecasts/
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Enjoy the summer and continue to think Safety First and...second.
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KELOWNA

- continued from page 3.
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Presentation by SW Zone Commander
Tom Fisher to Pete McConnell, Chair of
the Board, of Pacific Flying Club on May 31
in appreciation of thirty years of accommodating the
SW Zone’s monthly training days in their training room.
A similar presentation was made to the Abbotsford Flying Club for the thirty years of
support they have also given to CASARA Abbotsford.
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his year the Western Canada SAREX was held in the northern
Ttown
of Smithers, BC, where there is good variety in terrain. It

was well attended by seven teams: one from Manitoba, two
from Saskatchewan, two from Alberta and two from BC. Friday
afternoon was the sign-in and in the evening the meet-andgreet dinner. The exercises were to start early Saturday
morning, but we had to wait for the fog over the river, the lake
and low lying areas to dissipate.

There were four parts to the exercise: a track crawl to find
seven targets, a contour search, giving the "Flatlanders" an
opportunity to do some mountain searching, an air ELT homing
as well as a ground ELT search. Due to the delayed start, one
part of the exercise was dropped for each team.

Ruth Ilg (ZBB)

The judges kept score on performance: crew preparedness, mission planning,
success in completing each task. The scores were quite close. The Gold Prize went to
the team from Northern Saskatchewan, the Silver Prize went to BC SouthWest Zone
and the Bronze Prize went to the team from BC Central Zone.
Congratulations to all participants for a job well done! A very big thank you to the
Smithers Pep Air (CASARA) group and all the volunteers for hosting a great weekend!

CASARA Sydney (NS Zone 8)
does a lot of training to hone
their skills as search and rescue
volunteers but, they also get
involved and help out in community
events whenever possible. Examples of
some of the activities CASARA Sydney
members get involved in with the community
are: collecting food during the pre-Christmas
food drive at the local food bank, participating in
the community Santa Claus Parade by entering a
float and handing out treats to the children and
staffing an information booth at the Mall of
Science put on by Cape Breton University where
they display equipment used in a search and
explain how it all works.
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Bill Velie
Zone Commander
Vancouver Island

This summer has been quite busy for the Vancouver
Island
st
Zone, along with our regular training, on May 1
CASARA/Pep Air at Port McNeill participated in a joint two
stage training exercise with 426 Squadron from Trenton,
Ontario with their C-130 Hercules. Stage one consisted of
two air intercepts where the pilot of a single engine aircraft
was above cloud lost and disoriented. 426 Squadron
communicated with the pilot giving him compass headings
to lead him to a safe landing at CYZT. In stage two, a
simulated crash site was set up with CASARA members at
the site, an ELT simulator (on 123.1) was turned on for the
Hercules crew to locate, after which they air dropped two
radio kits for ground to air communication and two large
duffel bags packed with survival gear and medical
supplies. The SARtecs were to parachute into the crash

Left to right:
navigator Rick Grant,
spotter Judy Cadrin
and pilot Bill Velie.
Flying over the ``crash site`` area.
site, however, it was decided that the area was too dangerous. Our CASARA ground crew
located the two survival packs but only one radio kit which they delivered to CAT-5 for
transport by our aircraft to CYZT for return to the C-130 crew, they did not shut down and
were escorted into the C-130 for a quick debriefing. All in all the exercise went very well
except for not finding the missing radio which was still somewhere in the bush. On May 31,
two Port McNeill CASARA members organized a map and compass navigation course with
the local rangers and pathfinders. The pathfinder group was equipped with compasses,
safety glasses, gloves and hand held radios to communicate with the command base.
They conducted a line search staying within ten feet and in voice contact of each other,
amazingly within one hour they found the radio kit and returned it to the command base. It
was a great learning experience for the pathfinders group as well as for our CASARA
members. The radio kit was returned to 426 squadron via 442 squadron.
Continued on next page.
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Bill Velie - continued from previous page.

June 7-8 Nanaimo and Victoria CASARA aircraft and crews participated in an EMBC
coastal response training exercise. They were tasked to fly the highways and take
pictures of bridges and airport structures and send the data directly to EMBC
headquarters in Victoria by cell phone via a hot spot wi-fi device from their aircraft. This
enabled EMBC to have access to disaster damage or a major earthquake damage
assessment. From the feedback I have received this Truvian tool could be a very
valuable asset for CASARA/Pep Air throughout the province.
On June 10-11 a very successful Zone Evaluation was held at Nanaimo, crew members
from Victoria and Nanaimo did a fantastic job. 442 Squadron with their Buffalo also
participated and were able to train and certify seven CASARA members as military
spotters.
Enjoy the summer. Safe and happy flying!

Classroom briefing above
and “hot” debrief in the C-130.
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Elusive ELT!!

Trevor Black on the
FEDEX apron with
the homer.

Fortunately for Doug Barry and I, it was not a
dark and stormy night last June 17, which
was fine with me as this was my first actual
ELT search....rather, it was a lovely
summer’s day. Our Zone Commander, Tom
Fisher had called us out to locate an ELT
somewhere in YVR. It was shortly after three
in the afternoon when Doug and I met
outside the Flying Beaver restaurant on the
south side of the
airport....where to start?
Our initial sweep was
from the public viewing
Left: Doug Barry with
a FEDEX supervisor
beside suspect #1.
Below: Doug in the
BCIT hangar beside
suspect #2, the errant
plane!

platform on the south side; indications were the
ELT was coming from the north side of runway
26L. Another try, from Millionair, where it took
some explaining who we were and what we
were up to and why we wanted to get out on the
ramp with this “thingey” I’m holding.....”we’re
looking for a beeping Black Box” did the trick,
everyone knows what that is. Then it was over to
FEDEX where Doug climbed into the hold of a
plane that was to leave shortly for Memphis. We
confirmed it was not the plane’s ELT, nor was it coming from the hold. Later we were on the perimeter road
when Doug had an idea, we stopped and did a 360 with the homer....it’s coming from the BCIT complex! It
was after closing, with only security staff on the premises.....once again, “we’re looking for a beeping Black
Box!” We got into the hangar where I climbed into the hold of the Westjet 737, the CVR on the cargo hold
wall, it’s switch was off and the battery indicator needle at zero, but no ELT. The homer however, was
blasting away and Doug called me over....he had found the ELT in a neaby twin. We went up to the cockpit,
looking for a fuse or switch. And there it was, a switch for the ELT in the on position.....flick, then silence!
It surprised us that a functioning ELT would still be installed in an aviation school aircraft...a lesson learned
perhaps for them and us!
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Second place crew, from BC (ZBB).

The first place crew, from Nothern Sask.
Photo: Pat McSorley
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L to R: Paul Monchamp, Sean Smith
and Hans Hoepfner in GIWM en route
to Smithers from ZBB.

Take a look at more of
Sean Smith’s photos at.....

http://tinyurl.com/gtapzju
This newsletter requires input from you!
So, if you did anything, are, or will be
doing something in your Zone, let me
know (and thereby everyone else) with
a brief and snappy article...remember
however, that this is not the place for
the Great Canadian Novel, “How To”
pieces or those of an instructional
bent. These would best be placed as
links on our website, although
serialized articles are
acceptable...first and foremost, this
is a NEWSletter. Accompanying
interesting photos would be
to me,
m
e
h
t
d
wonderful but they should be
en
ticles, s k at
r
a
r
o
f
g
captioned. Write them, get them to
Blac
Lookin
Trevor shaw.ca
me and I’ll do the rest.
chley@
fin

The deadline for the next issue is November 30

