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Well it is almost Christmas time and my wife Wendy and I would like to 

wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas and the happiest 

New Year. It has been a great year in PEP Air and we are looking forward 

to 2017.

Are you aware that you can update CMS yourself with your personal 

data? It's easy to do and it will make sure that your contact info is always 

correct. If you're not getting emails, or calls, maybe your data is out of 

date. On our website  and under secure files, you can 

find a document (How to log into CMS for the first time) that will take you 

step-by-step to log onto CMS for the first time and you will then be able to 

update your data, check your training records and see what you may be 

missing or require to keep your currency. If you don't have access to our 

secure website, then contact myself at , Fred 

Carey at , Brian Dunham at  or Keith 

Bennett at  to get access. You will find in this 

section of our website all the training aids, policy manuals, safety manuals 

and a lot more. Just send an email with your CMS number to one of the 

above to get access.

Check out the latest Provincial Policy Manual Section O-030 for the Ground Homing Specialist section and see what you 

need to do to earn this coveted badge. This badge will look great on your flight suit or jacket. 

 

The use of SPOT units has decreased over the past few months. Don't forget to turn them on as you walk out to the aircraft 

and send an OK signal. Once in the aircraft turn on the tracking mode and once back on the ground push the custom 

button to signify that your ops is complete. There are a number of folks in the province who get these messages and it 

keeps us all in the know of what and how you are doing.

Once again we are offering jackets to our members at a cost of $50 if you have served two years or more with PEP Air. If 

you are less than two years and want one, it will cost you $100. PEP Air will pay the difference, shipping and taxes on these 

jackets for you. A new jacket can be purchased every five years at the $50 cost. While on this subject, CASARA National is 

now live online with a store of products that you can purchase right off the web. Just go to  to see 

what is available.

I look forward to meeting some of you this coming year at Zone Evaluations or SAREX's. Have a joyous season and take 

care of one another.

www.embc-air.org

pepair.casara@gmail.com

fcarey@telus.net bdunham@telus.net

keith_bennett@telus.net

www.CASARAStore.ca

  

 ‘That Others May Live'

Alton King, Director General
PEP Air - CASARA
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Here is an update on what is going on with 442 Squadron and CASARA SW in 

regards to CASARA providing simulated crash sites for Cormorant crew 

training. Over the last year CASARA SW has been called on to provide targets for 

certification flights of Cormorant flight crew and SARtechs. Due to the unique 

challenges of flying in British Columbia, their crews must qualify to fly here as well 

as maintain their skills. Trainers from 442 Squadron appreciate the quality of targets 

provided by CASARA as it adds realism to the training. No one on board the aircraft 

knows what to expect, and must deal with the situation as presented. The training is all 

about decision making on the part of the pilots and crew. CASARA provides the location 

and 442 Squadron must make the best of it. With the Cormorant, fuel and weight are the 

biggest factors. Their three options are: Drop the SARtechs and stand by in a hover, land near by and 

wait, or leave the area for fuel and return. A suitable training landing site for a Cormorant must have a 

fairly level surface for the landing gear and be clear of obstructions for fifty feet in all directions from the main 

wheels.  

CASARA has been given some basic criteria for a training crash site: There must be cell phone coverage. 2,500' AGL 

Density Altitude considerations for the Cormorant. Landing site within 1/4 mile of a simulated crash site. All three 

wheels on solid ground, adequate ground clearance, plus ten foot allowance for the rotors. Challenging locations for 

ELT signals and difficult but not dangerous access to the actual crash site. Current and active CASARA members to 

act as casualties that may be hoisted into the helicopter as part of the SARtech training. 

Besides the fun factor, there are many advantages to providing target sites. The interaction with DND strengthens our 

working relations. We are given the 

opportunity to showcase our skills and 

professionalism. DND may provide funds for 

CASARA survey flights which can be also 

Paul Monchamp Practic

e

Target

Continued on next page.
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used for spotter, nav, and pilot certification flights. Targets set out for DND 

are then available for CASARA to use, this improves our training 

opportunities and gives CASARA members the chance to expand their skill 

sets, experiences and provides valuable practice at ground homing out in the 

bush.

Target practice is not for the faint of heart. When working in close 

proximity to the Cormorant you cannot hear or can hardly stand, the 

downwash will chill your hands in moments and debris constantly lashes 

your face and any exposed skin. Never approach a Cormorant in the wild 

without goggles. You must be prepared to spend long hours, at least four, out 

in the woods in all kinds of weather. You have to be dressed and prepared to 

stand around and wait for a helicopter that may or may not show up.  One 

team travelled two hundred kilometres to a location where they waited for 

two hours receiving hopeful texts, only to be stood down. You may or may 

not get winched up or go for a ride. No helmet, no goggles, no gloves - no winching.    

What is involved in setting out practice targets for 

the DND?  First the trainers at 442 Squadron 

request that CASARA set up a target in a certain 

area for a particular day. To date we have placed 

targets by Harrison Lake, Lytton, and Hope. An 

aerial survey comes next, taking a look from the air 

quickly locates potential sites. This is followed up by 

an on-the-ground survey to determine the actual 

suitability of the site and makes sure it meets the 

required criteria. There is a lot of time and effort 

spent in finding and vetting these training sites.  

What does the future hold for target practice? So far 

the response has been very positive with Cormorant 

crews. Our hope is that the higher levels of command 

at Comox will adopt CASARA as a training resource and these ground exercises will continue and expand to all 

the Zones in the Province. Currently we are improving our skills in this endeavour and are striving to include as 

many members as possible to have the trained staff to respond to future requests from Comox.

   

If you want to see more on target sites for the DND or adventures in ground homing, check out these two short 

YouTube videos produced by CASARA member Dave Qualley. Google “Cormorant Joint Exercise“ and  “Sechelt 

ELT“ at, 

      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k11Xh0YAX5o    
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yuemej7hKk.  

Note that the landing area for the YouTube “Cormorant Joint Exercise” is about as small as you can get, there was 

only feet between the rotor and the dirt embankment. Not all the pilots chose to land there.  Current DND training 

criteria make this site unusable for landing but fine for winching.

Target Practice - Continued from previous page. 



Fred Sampson
Webmaster
CASARA Nova Scotia

There were about thirty people involved in the 
weekend mock exercise, which took Provincial 
Training Officer (PTO) Olivier Beyer about three 
months to organize. Flight and ground crews from 
the Halifax Zone, Debert Zone and members of the 
association from Prince Edward Island also 
participated in the exercise. 

Before each flight on Saturday through the use of 
flight plans and meticulous inspection of the Cessna 
172 search plane, it was clear safety was the number 
one priority. Fred Sampson, Deputy Commander of 
the Sydney Zone, says “even with adrenaline 
pumping as a search and rescue mission begins, it's 
important to slow down and take a step back to 
review all safety procedures. We have to look after 
our own safety and well-being before we can help 
anybody else. We don't want to lose valuable time 
when looking for somebody due to us not being 
properly prepared to undertake a safe and successful 
search”.

During the morning briefing, the association's PTO 
Olivier Beyer described the scenario: a father and 
daughter who had gone missing after leaving Little 
Lorraine in their yellow Cessna 206 float-plane with 
black and red stripes. It was clear at the time but fog 
quickly moved in and communication was lost 
shortly thereafter.

A special thank you goes out to The Cape Breton 
Post and Chris Shannon for covering our event and 
for allowing us to use their article and pictures on 
our website: www.casaranovascotia.ca

Mock Exercise
Cape Breton

Scanning across the rugged shoreline 
from Little Lorraine to Gabarus, Tim 
Morrissey could see a fleck of white 

through the thick forest; the debris was 
near the Louisbourg lighthouse. 

During the debriefing, spotter Tim 
Morrissey, pilot Roger Cormier and nav 

Jim Sophocleous explained to PTO Olivier 
Beyer how they found the mock aircraft.

in
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Bill Velie
Zone Commander
Vancouver Island

With the poor weather conditions this 
time of year it's a good time for in-
house training, procedures reviews, 
table top exercises and safety 
briefings. Port McNeill, Vancouver Island Zone held 
an exercise which was oriented to aircraft safety equipment, survival gear, dress 
for the elements, egress procedures over land and water, first aid and survival tips after a ditching.

On October 26th, as airport manager I had the honour of receiving the BC Aviation Council's William 
Templeton Award for commitment to growth and development to better serve its community for the
Port McNeill Airport (photo above).

At this time on behalf of all members of Vancouver Island Zone I would like to wish all Pep Air and 
CASARA members and their families across Canada, a Merry Christmas, a prosperous Happy New Year 
with good friends, good food and cheer.

Safe and Happy Flying 
Bill Velie



KEEP CALM

& CARRY ON

The following is an excerpt from the Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOP) Manual currently being 

developed for PEP Air (CASARA) operations.

In the unlikely chance that a PEP Air volunteer becomes 
among the first on-scene to an aircraft accident site, they 
should immediately notify the appropriate Emergency 
Agency (911) and JRCC. Then with personal safety and 
risk assessment being the prime concerns, they can 
provide emergency assistance to survivors, to the extent 
allowed by their individual level of training.

Although PEP Air has not endorsed the CASARA “First On-
Scene” document as an official publication or policy, it is 
highly recommended that it be made available (for 
information purposes only), and recommended reading for 

all PEP Air volunteers. It should be viewed as an introduction to the many potential health 
and safety hazards associated with different air accident site scenarios.

It should also be remembered, that PEP Air (CASARA) provides an additional search 
capability only and are not specifically trained in rescue procedures/techniques.

We are a support agency for the RCAF in the prosecution of ELT signals. In the event of 
ELTs that are determined to be off airfield, JRCC would normally launch 442 Squadron 
resources. These are the subject matter experts (SME) for accident penetration and 
working under austere ground conditions. They are highly trained to mitigate a myriad of 
associated risks and manage a crash site. 

The Emergency Management BC (EMBC) SMEs for working off-road under austere 
conditions are the province’s numerous GSAR teams. They are specially trained and 
equipped for off-road travel, navigation, First Aid and patient extrication. All of our zones 
are supposed to have developed a working relationship with local GSAR resources.

Any PEP Air volunteer who assists a GSAR team during an off-road homing shall be 
physically fit and dressed and equipped appropriately for the outside conditions, as per 
PEP Air Policy O-030. These individuals, when identified should have additional training 
in survival, outdoor travel and ground navigation and communications.

C
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BRIAN’S

Brian Dunham
Executive  Committee  Member
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Photo: Ruth Ilg

Photo: Trevor Black

Photo: Peggy Gordon

Doug

Barry

Ace, came to Doug 
from the Royal 
Canadian Bear 

Force, originally 
wearing a bomber 

jacket, scarf, 
helmet and 

goggles but now 
wearing his Scout 

Leader’s outfit. The 
little guy, Flybear, 

was given to Doug 
by an amateur 

radio friend.

“Doug Barry, the Voice of CASARA Base.”
     - Don McDonald, ZBB

“73" Doug
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Photo: Ruth Ilg.

Cormorant and crew flew over from Comox: 
Cpt. Nick Klus, Cpt. Ian Pace, Flight Engineer 
Cpl. David Schulz, SARtechs Sgt. Dan Verret             

and WO Dave Knubley.

Photo: Ruth Ilg
Photo: Trevor Black

Doug receiving his ten year certificate from 

Zone Commander Tom Fisher in May.

Photo: Trevor Black

Doug at the radio during the Squamish search for a 
missing aircraft from Pitt Meadows in August 2007.

A sad note for all, we have 
lost a long standing member, 
Doug Barry. Doug passed 
away suddenly October 31st 
at the age of 74. A retired Air 
Traffic Controller, Doug joined 
CASARA in January 2006. He 
was the voice to fly home to 
when returning to base. He 
was an excellent homer of 
ELTs, it's as if he could see 
the radio waves. Perhaps 
because he was a ham 
operator as well. Memories of 
his dry sense of humor and 
interesting pictures and jokes 
will remain on my hard drive. 
Thinking of his wife Irene at 
this time and hoping that she 
is receiving comfort from 
family and friends. Hoping she 
will know that Doug's memory 
will live on with his CASARA 
family members. 

Tom Fisher 
Zone Commander 
PEP Air – CASARA SW



Firstly, thank you to Henry Ilg who stepped 
down as PTO in March 2016, and for Brian 
Dunham as A/PTO while I was away. Henry 
provided valuable training based on his 
substantial career as a former airline pilot, 
and current PEP Air pilot; Brian also has a 
distinguished history in SAR with the RCAF, 
and also with PEP Air having served or 
serving in several capacities, including as a 
former PTO.

As summer has well and truly departed we 
now turn our attention to training for 
challenging winter flight conditions. Over the 
last four warmer months I have participated 
in three SAREXs in several provinces and 
territories, as well as our zone evaluations 
and field training events. While the SAREXs 
are competitive exercises they provide an 
opportunity for crews to showcase their 
skills, build camaraderie and confidence in 
what they have been trained to accomplish. 
Those of us judging these events have a major 
focus on the things that “don't go quite so 
well” and feed those outcomes back into the 
training program. The ensuing training is 
designed to close capacity and capability gaps 
to confirm that individuals and crews 
maintain the excellent standard that the 
military requires, and expects of us.

With the introduction of newer technology 
(Foreflight operating on iPads) we have 
noticed a reliance on electronic devices, and 
that fundamental navigation skills (marking 

Kym Trask WEIGHT

THRUST DRAG

LIFT

Provincial

Training

Officer

Continued on next page.
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paper charts) are perishable, therefore have highlighted a 'back to the basics' approach to navigation that 
has been very beneficial.

In competitive events and evaluations the ground ELT homing has highlighted some difficulties in timely 
location of the ELT. During any regular gathering of PEP Air members it is advantageous to practice ELT 
homing (air and ground).

A regular component of recurrent field training (performed by W.O. Dave Knubly of 442 Squadron, A/PTO 
Pat McSorley and myself) consists of aircrew survival and first aid review, navigation exercises, a 
simulated JRCC SAR briefing, and ground ELT homing. 

PTO - Continued from previous page. 
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I've been doing a brief review of the first 
aid and survival component and found 
recall has been below our expectations. The 
PEP Air Executive recently authorized 
funds specifically for first aid (FA) training 
for the six zones in our province. So far, 
there have been six members who have 
volunteered to undertake training to 
become First Aid Instructors. This 'train the 
trainer' approach will enable first aid 
certifications and renewals for all those 
who seek it. Ideally, all members would 
hold a current and widely accepted FA 
certification. This dovetails into our 

teaching on the 'First On Scene' scenario that a member might (very rarely) encounter while on a tasking.

Our provincial evaluations continue to be of a high standard, the professionalism and dedication of the 
PEP Air members is evident. We continue to enjoy the confidence of our strategic partner, Canadian 
Forces.

Thank you to Pat McSorley for his continued involvement in the provincial training program. Pat has a 
wealth of SAR experience accrued from his long career in the RCAF (JRCC & 442 Sqn), and more recently 
with volunteering in PEP Air.

Lastly, the official unveiling of the Provincial SAR Memorial in Victoria will take place next spring 
(confirmed date will be circulated by the Director-General). Let us never forget the price paid by the 
eleven PEP Air members who passed in the line of duty. May we always be learning, ready for action, and 
respectful of the ultimate price paid for service to our community – so “that others' may live.”

Please remember to dress according to the conditions, safe flying, and have a great Christmas. Best wishes 
to Major Brian Myrah who was until very recently our CASARA National LO. Brian may you enjoy a 
wonderful retirement!

http://globalnews.ca/video/2986003/rcaf-conducts-

search-and-rescue-training-over-lethbridge
Worth
a look!



The date is January 26, 1950, Elmendorf AFB, Anchorage where a USAF C54D (military version of the 
pressurized DC-4), loaded up thirty-six passengers, and eight crew, and at 2116Z, took off, bound for 
Great Falls, Montana. Little did they know that they would become one of the largest unsolved 
mysteries in aviation history in North America. 

The pilot, Lt. Lyle McMichael, filed IFR from Elmendorf to Northway, Alaska, via airway Green 8, at 
11,000 feet. At Northway, he was to join airway Amber 2 at 10,000 feet, and follow that airway all the 
way to Great Falls. Estimated time enroute was eight and a half hours. He had eleven and a half hours 
of fuel on board. It should be noted that also on board were two other IFR rated pilots, three flight 
engineers, a navigator and a radio operator. All crew members were from Florida or Texas, with no 
known northern experience. The forecast weather was clear to scattered over the entire route, with 
ceilings around Whitehorse to be 7,500 feet with some light snow reported in that region. There was 
also some possibility of some ice in the area of Snag. 

The pilot reported over Northway at 2251Z, and was last heard from at 2314Z, reporting passing Snag 
(just inside the Yukon/Alaska border). The weather enroute had been mostly clear until he reached the 
vicinity of Snag where there was reported to be a broken to solid layer of clouds, moderate turbulence 
and icing. Winds aloft were reported to be out of the northeast at fifty knots (these winds were disputed 
by modern day Environment Canada experts who estimated his winds should have been out of the 
northwest at 5-10 kts). His next reporting station, 92 NM to the east, was to be Aishihik, a small 
emergency airstrip built during the war. It should be noted that another northbound aircraft around the 
same time, had reported severe icing conditions along this same flight path.

A major search was launched, when he failed to arrive in Great Falls, with the headquarters to be in 
Whitehorse. However, Mother Nature dealt them a huge blow. The snow that was forecast for the 
Whitehorse region soon covered most of the search area, this kept the search aircraft grounded. For 
the next three days, there was continuous snowfall. On January 27, the area between Snag, and Fort 

OPERATION MIKE
The search for USAF 45-72469

by Jim Thoreson, CASARA Red Deer

This is a picture of the actual 
aircraft, taken in 1946.

12Continued on next page.



Nelson was searched "lightly" with a total of fifty-six flying hours. They finally got heavily into the 
search, on January 29. But by that time, the ground was already covered with three days of fresh 
snow, thus covering any evidence of a crash site. The search that followed was a combined effort 
between the USAF and RCAF, and used many aircraft types:  Beech 18 Expeditor, C-47/DC -3, C-
54/DC-4, C-64 Norseman, B-17 and Lancaster bombers.

During the search, three C-47 search planes crashed; two due to flying into down drafts in the 
mountains and one pilot tried to fly unsuccessfully up the steep slope of a mountain. In all three 
crashes, no one was killed. These three planes sent out SOS signals which were taken to be from 
USAF 2469, this created a great amount of confusion. As a result of these crashes the USAF and 
RCAF commanders decided to only use four engine aircraft, and at one point, helicopters. 

On February 14 the USAF had a "Broken Arrow", a signal when an aircraft carrying a nuclear 
device goes down. In this case it was a B-36 that crashed near the BC coast. Consequently a lot 
of SAR resources were dispatched to that search and the search for "2469" was concluded. I have 
not been able to find anything showing that the search was taken up in the spring of 1950, after 
the snow had disappeared. 

In 2008, I was contacted by a man from Alaska who was part of an "online sleuth" type of group 
who try and solve mysteries like this one. He said he had been searching Google Earth and found 
what appeared to be an aircraft fuselage on a glacier, north of Haines Junction, west of 
Whitehorse; SARtechs were sent to examine this object but were unable to make any 
determination as to what it actually was. Eventually a glaciologist determined there was no sign of 
any wreckage there. 

Fast forward to May 2016. I was contacted by a TV producer from Original Productions in 
Burbank. They are the producers of Emmy Award winning productions such as, Bering Sea Gold, 
Ice Road Truckers and Deadliest Catch. They are gearing up for a new series about missing 
aircraft, and USAF 2469 will be one of them. They asked if I would consider reviewing the file to 
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see if there is anything that was missed or could locate the crash site and bring closure to the forty-
four families of the missing people. After much searching, I was finally able to locate the original 
search file, however, this was taken from a microfiche and some of it is unreadable.  

During my investigation, I located a big-game outfitter who, in 1975 was guiding a hunter in an area 
east of Aishihik when he came upon a red and silver aluminum piece of an aircraft, about the size of 
a car hood. He thought that at some time a plane had crashed nearby and that they missed this 
piece when they hauled it out, consequently, he never told anyone about it (in the Fifties military 
transport aircraft had red wing tips and sometimes red tails). I called on Donna Clayson, CASARA 
director for the Yukon. She was able to provide some "boots on the ground" assistance in the Yukon. 
At my request, she plotted its location which showed it to be in a direct line between Snag and 
Aishihik, with the track extended about twenty miles past Aishihik." Checks of crash site databases 
by JRCC, TSB and the Yukon government determined that there were no known crash sites in that 
area. This information was passed on to Victoria JRCC and to other search masters whom I had 
been working with, and all agreed that this needed to be checked out. 

After much organizing, our air and GSAR search teams were imbedded into Operation Nanook, a 
military exercise already in progress in the Yukon. On August 31, 2016 we conducted a search of the 
general area where the plane parts were found, however, due to shortage of time and air resources, 
the search was not properly completed. 

So what happened to USAF 2469? Of course we don't know and won't know until it is found. 
However considering there was no distress call or any indication of trouble, I think it is safe to say 
that whatever happened to them was either subtle or sudden. 

There is always the consideration that he was blown off course by the winds and could be anywhere 
in North America. However they were flying "the beam", using the airway navigation system which 
was very accurate for its day and it wasn't very easy to stray off the track. At this time, plans are 
underway to go back into that area this summer and possibly re-search the track between Snag and 
east of Aishihik. A DND film crew was embedded with the search teams, their video can be seen at:   
http://www.forcesimages.ca/default.aspx?moid=71718
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I attended the Abbotsford Flying Club’s 
annual general meeting and dinner in 
October where I had the privilege of 
presenting a plaque to President Steve 
Stewart in appreciation of all the 
support they have given to CASARA 
over the years. It was evident by their 
response that the club feels our efforts 
are worthy of their support.                  
                            - Paul Monchamp, ZBB



CASARA Sydney member Jeannie Fraser and her husband 
Chris hosted a summer social get together for the Sydney 

members and their families. The event included things such as a 
scavenger hunt for the children, boat rides, barbecued food, a 

huge smorgasbord of foods and sweets, and a camp fire 
complete with “smores cookies” for the children (and some 

adults as well…lol). Everybody had a great time and enjoyed 
being together as a CASARA family.

CASARA Sydney Members Enjoy Summertime Social Event
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Spotter Frank Smith (left) and  pilot 
Rick West (below) receive their 
thirty year pins from Kamloops 

Zone Commander Chris Campbell 
in October.

3
Years!
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Chuck Henderson
Provincial Safety Officer

FROM THE DESK OF....

Seasons Greetings to everyone. 

As I write this the sun is shining here in 
Kamloops but we have an inch of snow 

on the deck. Winter is here!  Thanks 
to all who submitted articles for the 

summer newsletter.  This publication 
has grown to become a tremendous source of material from all across the country. 
Keep the articles coming. 
     
Speaking of winter, it's time to shift gears and prepare for the changing flight 
conditions we will be encountering. I have run across a few excellent sources of 
information on winter flying and here are a couple of links you may want to try:

https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/air-safety-institute/safety-
spotlights/icing-and-cold-weather-ops

http://www.smartpilot.ca/

I notice the latest COPA Flight magazine features an article on CASARA and SAR.  
Check it out at: http://www.copanational.org/
 
As you know, aviation is very unforgiving of our mistakes. We all know that we 
won't survive long enough to repeat all the mistakes made by others. All we can do 
is learn from their mishaps and be determined to not make them ourselves. A 
publication by Transport  Canada, the Aviation Safety Letter, is a comprehensive 
summary of the past accidents in Canada and is a great way to learn from others. 
You can access their eBulletin at: www.tc.gc.ca/ASL. Read and Heed! I ran across 
this the other day and found it very appropriate. 

Fly Safe!
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Do you have a 
photo you’d 
like to show? 
Send it along!

ShowcasePhoto

The Northern Lights during a recent 
SAREX. Kym Trask, PTO, Boundary Bay

Remembrance Day flight over downtown Vancouver. 

Photo: Peggy Gordon, Boundary Bay.

A tight fit!
Submitted by Henry Ilg, ZBB
from the internet.
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Boundary Bay Delfin - Trevor Black, ZBB

Do you have a 
photo you’d 
like to show? 
Send it along!ShowcasePhoto

Look what someone found at 
49 54 01N  123 02  45W

near Whistler on Google Earth
(It just happened to be an aircraft in flight!)
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With the year coming to a close it is good to take time and reflect on why we 
volunteer with CASARA. It is about giving of our time to assist our SAR partners in 
locating a lost aircraft, a missing vessel or an overdue hiker. At times, we are 
fortunate and the search plan comes together resulting in a successful outcome 
and at other times, despite the best possible plan, it does not. However, as 
volunteers we keep training and honing our skills as spotters, navigators and pilots 
so that we provide well trained volunteers to our SAR partners. We never know 
when the call will come and we have to be ready to go. One such call came in September of this year when a 
major search was conducted for fishermen who were overdue from a fishing trip. The search took place just 

th,minutes outside the harbour to our capital city, St. John's. On September 11  the RCMP in St. John's tasked 
CASARA to search in the Cape Spear and nearby 
Freshwater Bay areas. CASARA St. John's flew a 
Cessna 185, on amphibious floats, during three 
flights over a number of days. Coastal crawls were 
completed plus saturation coverage of various 
areas as requested by the RCMP. 

th,On October 13  the St. John's Zone was invited to 
participate in a SAREX organized by the Canadian 
Coast Guard. The SAREX was conducted to the 
west of St. John's in the Conception Bay area with 
the on-scene commander located onboard the 
Coast Guard Ship Sir William Alexander. It was a 
great opportunity for the St. John's Zone to 
interact with marine assets and test 
communications between the CASARA aircraft 
and the marine vessel. The CASARA aircraft, a 
Cessna 185 on amphibious floats, was tasked to 
fly a coastal crawl along a defined area of 
shoreline to search for missing persons and other 
items such as life rafts. Participating in this SAREX 
provided CASARA St. John's with an opportunity 
to improve skills and reflect on how we can 
enhance our spotting, navigating and piloting 
skills.

The Deer Lake Zone, on the west coast of our 
province also worked hard to provide training 
opportunities to their members. Deer Lake crews 
were involved on a number of occasions with SAR 
partners from 413 Squadron in Greenwood Nova 
Scotia. A C-130 Hercules flew a number of flights 
from Greenwood to the Deer Lake area and 

A Reflective Look from

Brendan Walsh
Newfoundland

&
Labrador

Bobbi Barnes of St.John’s CASARA doing a call-
around in a C-130 from Greenwood, Nova Scotia.

Continued on next page.

Newfoundland and Labrador
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Newfoundland - Continued from previous page. 

conducted training with the Deer Lake crews. 
Some of these exercises involved lost aircraft 
scenarios, para drops and para jumps by the 
SARtechs. These exercises provided enhanced 
training opportunities for our CASARA volunteers.

So, as we count down the days to 2017 with many 
of us warm and safe at home with family and 
friends let us reflect on why we volunteer with 
CASARA. It is my opinion that we do it to help our 
SAR partners fulfil their motto, “That Others May 
Live”.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.

Left to right, Dan Butler, Sharon Kenny 
and Steve Corcoran locating a beacon 
using the Ll16 Homer.

View from C-FCFJ, 
a Cessna 185

over Port de Grave 
on the rugged 

Conception Bay area.

Dan Shynuk (PIC of C-FHLT) and Allister Pedersen 
Cranbrook PEP Air Training Officer provided Kaslo 
GSAR members with a detailed presentation of what PEP 
Air can offer in support of ground searches. An hour long 
PowerPoint presentation discussed: the services we can 
provide, when and why to call on PEP Air, information 
needed for air search taskings, air search limitations and 
recent taskings by Cranbrook PEP Air in support of 
GSAR. The presentation was followed by flying Kaslo 
GSAR members on various search patterns. Although 
Kaslo GSAR have never taken advantage of PEP Air 
services they made it known that PEP Air would definitely 
be another tool in their took kit during future searches.  Kaslo Ground SAR members and C-FHLT 

Kaslo GSAR Awareness Presentation
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CASARA

Company
Store

http://www.casarastore.ca/

I have been working on making a Company Store 
with Jay Fletcher from Big Tree Promotions, and it 
is ready to go live now. Any member of CASARA 
can go on and order any item and pay for it. We 
kept the price as low as possible not taking a 

profit for National. This is just a service for our 
volunteers. If there are any items that can be 

added to the web site, then we can add them later.

Please share this ASAP with all your members 
who may want to order an item. Once per week, 
they will print these items and ship them. This 
means CASARA doesn't have to worry about 

taking money or shipping any items.

Thanks for your support, and we welcome your 
comments on this new 

initiative. I'm counting on you to get the word out 
to every member so we can make this a 

successful venture.

Doug MacDonald
VP Plans and Equipment 
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Robert 
McLean of Creston PEP 

Air hosted a radio operator review 
and exam session for members of 

Creston PEP Air, Creston Ground SAR 
and the Canyon-Lister Fire Department on 

October 27. Eighteen participants took part in 
the review and exam for the Restricted Radio 

Operator Aeronautical certificate. Industry Canada 
no longer requires certification for land-mobile radio users 

but Creston GSAR and Canyon-Lister Fire opted for the 
aeronautical certificate. All PEP Air members using 
aeronautical mobile radios in the aircraft, the SHQ base 
station or ground support members using portable aero 
radios are required to have an aeronautical certificate. The 
exam was administered by Allister Pedersen (Cranbrook 
PEP Air Training Officer) one of many Accredited Examiners 
listed on the Industry Canada web site http://apc-
cap.ic.gc.ca/pls/apc_anon/query_ex_roca$.startup

Creston Radio Operator Course

Just a brief overview of the Out-Reach Program 
that Captain Greg Clarke from the Joint Rescue 
Coordination Centre in Victoria presented at 
Creston Valley Regional Airport in November. The 
presentation was being offered to flying clubs, 
search and rescue, both ground and air and airport 
operators. 

Greg discussed an overview of JRCC and SAR in 
Canada and BC, including beacons, some recent 
cases and some SAR prevention in aviation. This 
talk was organized by Ranger Robert  McLean of 
PEP/AIR CASARA of South East Zone.

Robert McLean and Captain Greg Clarke.

OUT-REACH PROGRAM
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Creston Search and Rescue 
members celebrated Michael 
Wigen's 6,000 flying hours in 

November. He was totally surprised 
when we brought out his cake, it was 
an opportunity for us to let him know 

how much he is appreciated in 
CASARA. Being a top pilot for over 

thirty-seven years he was an 
aerobatic pilot and was wowing the 
crowds; quote from Michael, "I was 

always a pilot. I was in a flying family 
and it was always understood that 

you would fly. Then one day I went to 
an air show and thought, boy, I'd like 
to try that." Michael owns a Beaver 
and uses it for search and rescue, 

training and emergencies. 

 by Creston Spotter, Jenifer Wolf

6,000 Hours!!
Michael Wigen



Looking for articles, send them to me,

Trevor Black at

finchley@shaw.ca

This newsletter requires input from you! 
So, if you did anything, are, or will be 
doing something in your Zone, let me 
know (and thereby everyone else) with 
a brief and snappy article...remember 
however, that this is not the place for 
the Great Canadian Novel, “How To” 
pieces or those of an instructional 
bent. These would best be placed as 
links on our website, although 
s e r i a l i z e d  a r t i c l e s  a r e  
acceptable...first and foremost, this 
is a NEWSletter. Accompanying 
interesting photos would be 

wonderful but they should be 
captioned. Write them, get them to 

me and I’ll do the rest.

The deadline for the next issue is March 31

Bill Vellie holding his William Templeton 
Trophy which he received for his volunteer 
work in the development of Port McNeill 
Airport over the years. His odyssey began in 
1970 when there were no aviation facilities in 
Port McNeill. Bill, along with Dale Chilton of 
Rayonier Forest Products cleared out an 
area for runway 06-24, which was finally 
completed in 1972. A provincial grant in the 
late Seventies allowed for paving the runway 
and the local flying club was born. Since 
then an “off the grid” hangar has been built, 
washrooms, parking, tie-downs, a Jet A tank, 
offices and wind generator have been added. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26

