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Alton King, Director General
PEP Air - CASARA

I can't believe another year has almost gone by. One sad note is 
that we had another SAR this year where the subject is still out 
there somewhere as well as the Cherokee from Cranbrook to 
Kamloops from last summer, however one from last November 
was found this September due to a vigilant helicopter pilot who 
flew the Rogers Pass one or two times per week. On every flight 
she (the pilot) would be looking for anything out of the ordinary. 
We had two aircraft searching the exact area four days earlier 
and on the Monday she got a glint of something and turned the 
chopper around to take a second look. She saw the missing 
aircraft in the trees and notified JRCC. Our hats off to this pilot 
who kept looking every time she flew the pass. Just goes to show 
that we need to keep looking no matter how long it takes.

With the change over from 123.1 to 121.775 MHz on our practice 
ELTs, all the units had to be sent to Fred Carey to have the 

In closing, my wife Wendy and I would like to thank each and 
everyone of you as a member of PEP Air - CASARA for all your 
dedicated time to the program. We wish each and every one of you, 
and your families a Happy and SAFE Christmas and New Year.

crystals changed out and realigned. Most of CASARA are also 
sending him and his co-worker their units for repair and change of crystals. This is now complete here 
in BC and that now opens the 123.1 MHz for communications, a better tuned channel for our radios 
and antennas. A new repeater has been installed in the Okanagan and we are looking to see if we can 
manufacture and install more within the province. The range is proving to be a huge improvement and 
High Birds are not always necessary in some cases now in that Zone.

SAR Awareness and Outreach has been busy throughout the province this year again. I would like to 
thank each of you who participated in one or more of these events. We have separate funding for this 
and it needs to be used. We usually have some goodies that can be sent out to you if enough time is 
given prior to the event. If you have an idea but are not sure if it will be covered under this program, 
just send me an email or call and we can discuss. So far this fiscal year we have done twenty-seven 
SAR Awareness events. Well done to all.

We just completed an order for jackets. I was pleased to see that seventy-five members will soon be 
sporting new jackets in the province. On that note I think this is a good time to let you all know that we 
are now about to release info on how a member who has been with PEP Air for two or more years will 
be entitled to a FREE uniform. We have settled on the same supplier that Quebec, Nova Scotia and 
Ontario have used. The shirt is military blue with epaulets and a pen pocket on the left sleeve. On the 
right shoulder will be the CASARA crest, over the right pocket will be your name below the PEP Air 
logo and over the left breast pocket will be your wing. If you don't wear a wing a Velcro patch will be 
sewn on so you will be able to attach the AAD, SC, GHS or Safety Officer badges. Each member will 
be asked to place their own order with the supplier and pay for it up front. Then if the member has two 
years or more as a member-in-good-standing they will be able to forward their claim to the Treasurer 
for reimbursement. The cost is approximately $140 plus taxes per uniform consisting of the shirt and 
cargo pants. More info will be sent to the Zones as soon as everything is finalized with the supplier.

I would like to welcome Bill Ralph as the new CASARA National Administrator. Bill assumed the 
position on Monday, December 3rd in the Winnipeg office. Also a big thank you to the Quebec Director 
for stepping forward to fill the position of CASARA National Training Officer. (Their contact information 
is on page 13. Ed.)  We are now accepting resumes for the position of Provincial Secretary.
If you would like to be involved at the Executive level please advise the Director.
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On the weekend of September 22-23, the Victoria CASARA group 
participated in a large-scale joint SAREX with GSAR, RCMSAR, the 
Rangers, the Coast Guard, and Emergency Management BC. The 
exercise would also have included 442 Squadron and JRCC if they had 
been available. There were multiple activities happening in parallel 
around the Albert Head area about six nautical miles south west of 
Victoria Harbour Airport (CYWH, the water aerodrome), with over a 
hundred personnel on the ground and water. The CASARA related 
activity was a search for individuals in flotation devices in the water 
to see if aircraft could find targets faster than RCMSAR rescue boats 
on the water and direct them to the targets quicker, and generally, 
the answer was yes.

Our weekend started on Saturday morning with an 0800 Spotters 
Course for our new recruits to the Victoria chapter, and a refresher 
for everyone else. This was followed by the briefing and then a set of 
four flights spaced one hour apart. Each flight consisted of a four-
person crew tasked to do a search in the nearby Sooke area before 
being retasked in the air to the Albert Head area to search for people 
("Oscars") in the water. This was followed by another in-air retasking 
to do a coast crawl back to our base at Victoria International CYYJ.

We have three pilots and aircraft in the Victoria CASARA group, so the 
first plane of a set of four went up again to become the fourth flight 
of the set. But we do have a new pilot recruit! Joining pilots Keith 
(C182), Les (C172) and Allan (C210), we have John whose skookum 
late-model C206 Stationair is worth more than the other three 
combined, and it's apparently a pretty comfy ride and a great IFR 
platform! John was our High Bird relaying radio comms back to 
CASARA Base at CYYJ, and that High Bird turned out to be an even 
more important factor in the success of the mission than we initially 
thought. We also established a CASARA Ground at Albert Head with a 
hand-held air-band radio who was coordinating with RCMSAR Control 
who was in the same room.

The flights on Saturday were challenging for several reasons and 
involved high workloads. It all started with the weather, which 
established a higher baseline level of complexity than we normally 
have on training missions. There was more spotty low-altitude 
moisture than might be expected from the METARs and TAFs, which 
required extra vigilance to avoid clouds and hampered our searches 
in the higher terrain areas. Some crews also found that the ELT homer 
was giving erratic readings. Last year our ELT search exercises 
indicated that the newer LL-16 (orange) was better than the older 
Little L-Per (blue) because of the quantification of the numeric 
readout, but this year the consensus has been that the blue one is 
more reliable, and that seems to have been borne out this weekend 
as well. The low-level clouds were only one of several layers, and our 
High Bird would not have happened at all if the pilot and aircraft were 
not fully qualified and capable on instruments as they were IFR for a 
good part of the time. That itself was a handful, talking with ATC in 
the clouds while also relaying CASARA communications. This is why 
we have crews and Cockpit Resource Management (CRM). There was 
also a frontal system approaching, which generated winds that must 

- Continued from front page.

Continued on page 14.

Photos: Neil Bennett

Allan Remple
Victoria



They live in a part of BC with rapidly changing weather and mountains to make flying unpredictable. They are 

supposed to receive at least one gliding opportunity yearly but this isn't often happening despite the best efforts 

of some good people. For many Air Cadets in the Kootenay region of BC, the “air” is gone from Air Cadets.

If you are a pilot and live in the Kootenays, you are in a position to help. Air Cadets are able to receive 

familiarization flights in private aircraft, providing the pilots are properly registered. Expenses are covered by the 

Sponsoring Committees of each air cadet squadron – which expenses are covered will be a matter of discussion 

with the individual squadron sponsoring committee.

In many cases cadet squadrons are eager for help in other things as well, particularly teaching ground school to 

teens competing for flying scholarships. Changes to regulations are allowing selected Air Cadets to help 

CASARA with its ground operations, making them junior partners with us. This is a chance for us to give a 

helping hand back to our partner organization!

by Larry Calvert

Air Cadet squadrons are active in Grand 

Forks, Trail, Castlegar, Nelson, Cranbrook 

and Elkford. If you live near one of these 

towns, and you have weekend time to 

spare, please consider giving the cadets a 

call. Full contact information can be had 

from the provincial website at 

bcpc@aircadetleague.bc.ca, or by phoning 

1-866-614-2272 (toll free).
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Help

Wanted!
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Photo

Showcase
Do you have a 
photo you’d 
like to show? 
Send it along!

Dave Ilg - Richmond

Fred, Paul and Peggy 
debriefing at Kamloops SAR
Photo: Daniel Jun - ZBB
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Photos of a joint training exercise between 
CASARA Sydney Zone 8, and SARtechs. The 
exercise took place at Kingross, Cape 
Breton, Nova Scotia. The CASARA members 
participated as casualties. They were 
assessed for injuries by the SARtechs and 
airlifted to a hovering helicopter.

Fred Sampson
Provincial Webmaster
CASARA Nova Scotia
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My name is Stan Owen, and while I'm new to the PEP-Air Executive Team, I may be a familiar face from past events to 
some of you. I was originally introduced to the membership as the new Assistant Provincial Safety Officer in the April 2018 
Newsletter by Chuck Henderson, retiring Provincial Safety Officer. Since then I have been appointed as Executive Member 
on the executive of PEP Air, and Keith Kepke has been appointed Assistant Provincial Safety Officer to work with Warren 
McCormick.  I am committed to do my best for PEP-Air 

My motto has always been teamwork, so this is what I will be promoting and writing about.  Everywhere I have been, I have 
found that everyone has their talents. When these talents are pooled into teamwork, almost anything can be accomplished. 
The teamwork skillset is particularly crucial as we see time after time during our training, exercises and debriefs. 

One method to uncover these talents is to ask people about their past and present. This exists in an ideal situation where time 
and other stressors are minimized but is a good skill to practice even in small sound bites when meeting people. For this 
article, I would like to provide a glimpse of my life. This way, no one will be asking me about neurosurgery, but feel free to 
lean on me about mechanical things!

1. I grew up in Grand Forks, BC which is a beautiful area that some of you may have seen featured in the news this
past year for flooding. Thank you to anyone who helped in their recovery effort. Grand Forks has many wonderful
rivers, lakes and mountains that I still visit every year.

2. Growing up, I was always interested in motorcycles and cars.
3. I completed an apprenticeship as a heavy duty mechanic at an open pit mine near Grand Forks.
4. After the four years of skinned knuckles and cursing mechanical designs, I decided to attend BCIT for mechanical

engineering technology
5. I raced motorcycles, snowmobiles, and cars as hobbies, and am still riding.  A well tuned engine is still music to my

ears!
6. I worked in maintenance management positions in sawmills and plywood plants until retiring

in 2016. I was often the management rep during employer-union negotiations, and I am proud to say, that I count
many of the people that were on the 'other side' of the table from me throughout my career as my current friends.

7. I started flying in 1979 and after receiving my private license, soon learned I needed my IFR to get anywhere in
non-ideal weather conditions. I continued my training to get my IFR rating and commercial license.

8. I joined PEP-Air CASARA in 1989 in Vernon, where I am still based.
9. My wife Shane and I are the proud parents of three children and three grandchildren. My family has always been

very supportive of and involved in my CASARA activities over the years.
10. I currently instruct ground school part time at Southern Interior Flight Centre in Kelowna.
11. I am now enjoying the PEP-Air CASARA Team and look forward to its challenges and rewards.

In the few PEP-Air meetings I have been to, I have met a huge pool of knowledge. Writing for all of 
us to learn from and become an even stronger team is my game plan!  Please feel free to contact me 
for any reason or if you have some knowledge to spread.  I will see you in the next edition.

equipment industries 

stanOWEN



Sean Smith - ZBB

A Seabee on the Boundary Bay apron - Sean Smith, ZBB

Taking off from Narita - Trevor Black, ZBB 8

Some
More

Photos
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Our mandate is to supplement the RCAF in prosecution of ELTs and missing aircraft; likewise, we are 
responsible to EMBC, to augment the RCMP with missing persons, and with critical infrastructure 
determination flights. Having the spotters as additional 'eyes in the sky' allows both agencies to allocate more 
resources to a task in a cost-effective manner.

On August 14, Asst. PTO McSorley and I were at JRCC Victoria. An aircraft, (1956 Cessna 172 C-FJCP) had 
been reported overdue on August 13. CASARA AB was tasked for a search, under JRCC Trenton's authority, 
for the forty-year-old single pilot occupant of the aircraft that had departed Edson Airport (CYET) at 1642 
MDT on a VFR flight plan to Westlock (CES4). 

At the time, BC had been experiencing the worst wildfires in the province's history. Smoke was largely 
obscuring most of Alberta with visibility of half a mile up to 12,000 MSL. Conditions during the search were 
marginal VFR or IMC, with widespread smoke. Spotters from Edmonton and Winnipeg were crewed on the 
CC-130s. A CASARAMAN member from Winnipeg, sitting in the left spotter observation station, located the
crash site. The split-second recognition of 'something of interest' could easily have been overlooked. All
members should make the call to the pilot if you see something that may be the search object. Unfortunately,
the pilot was found deceased in the aircraft which was located on August 16 (Day 4).

SWE Zone had their scheduled Evaluation in Abbotsford in September. JRCC Victoria advised of a missing 
Van's RV6A having departed Edmonton on a VFR flight plan to Chilliwack. PEP Air: tasked 110 members 
who provided 3,000+ hours of time, provided fifteen of our aircraft that flew 170.4 hours (and crewed 
navigators and spotters for an additional 13.2 flight hours on RCMP helicopters), during a 7-day search of a 
4,800 sq. nm. search area. The successful zone evaluation was based on SWE Zone's performance in the actual 
SAR. We implemented a new model of SAR prosecution that was very successful, albeit with the search 
object not being located. Future training flights will be coordinated using the aircraft's last known position. 
Two unrelated ELT cases were prosecuted by PEP Air so that those case files could be closed.

PEP Air – Force Multipliers

Continued on next page.
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A Search Coordinator (SC) Course was conducted in Kelowna in September with thirty people attending. This 
fast-paced course commenced late Friday afternoon, and completed late on Sunday afternoon. Thirteen new 
SC participants completed the program and will now be mentored by existing SCs to reach the desired 
competency level. Congratulations to all the new graduates, the SCs auditing the course, and thank you to my 
Directing Staff colleagues: Capt. Adam Rietman, Sgt. Dan Verrett, and Asst. PTO Pat McSorley. We received 
very positive feedback from the participants.

The Interchange SAREX (ISAREX) planned to be conducted in SEA and CTL Zones in September was 
cancelled due to an actual SAR being in progress. A considerable amount of planning was done for the 
ISAREX. A new date will be offered early in 2019, and the ISAREX can be rescheduled utilising our planning 
template.

The Western Canada SAREX was to be conducted in Red Deer in August but there was so much smoke from 
the BC wildfires that flying was nearly impossible. One of our crews from Sparwood did make it to Red Deer, 
but did not fly that weekend due to the prevailing IMC.

Pat and I were in Smithers late October for the PNTC/SCR programs. The members performed very well, two 
aircraft were launched on the Sunday, and their new SC performed admirably. NWE is next on the evaluation 
list (April 26-27), the Zone is performing very well and has several new members. Then NEA will have their 
evaluation on May 10-11.

In November I spent a week in Winnipeg and visited 435 Squadron. CLO Capt. Mike Gagnon and I discussed 
training, technology, and SAR procedures pertinent to BC and MB. 

Next year we will continue the PNTC/SCR training in all zones. Our provincial navigator currencies have 
decreased mainly due to the wildfires and associated restricted flying operations.

As always, we remain constantly ready for any activity mandated task, or surge 'that others may live'.

PTO’s Chalk Board   -   Continued from previous page. 



Orvin Walden cutting rafters 
for his shelter.

Saturday morning, the group gathers to listen to 
WO Dave Knubley explain the basics.

Frank Smith making up his 
pine bedding in his shelter.

Theresa Meek (L) and Steve van 
Wagoner secure the front beam 

of thier shelter.

The day-long exercise (December 8) in the hills south of Kamloops included twenty people 
from GSAR in Williams Lake, as well as members from CASARA Kamloops. WO Dave Knubley 
from CFB Comox instructed the group in survival first aid, shelter building and other skills a 
downed pilot might need. There was just enough snow and temperatures were just cold 
enough to add a dimension of realism to the group’s efforts as they built lean-to shelters 
furnished with pine boughs and competed to be the first to light a warming fire. Steve van 
Wagoner (Central Area Air Deputy) provided his usual great selection of lunch items which 
included bratworst cooked over the fires!

Submitted by Larry Calvert



Texada Island

Gem!
If you find yourself looking for something 

to do one day, you couldn’t go wrong 
with a visit to Texada Island. Doby (

and his 
wife retired here fifteen years ago. Since 

then he has never been busier! Along 
with volunteers and components 

donated by BCIT’s Aerospace Campus, 
he has put together the Texada 

Aerospace Camp, and a hangar with a 
functioning simulator, aviation library, 

historic items and models.

a 
retired aero engine technician) 

Sean Smith (ZBB) flew in to 
Texada, visited the hangar and 

took these photos.
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Visit Doby’s website at:

powtownpost.com/5-things-didnt-know-texadas-aerospace-camp/



Keith Kepke holding his certificate,     
with (l) Director General Al King           

and PTO Kym Trask.

Thirteen newly minted Search 
Coordinators from the course in 

Kelowna in September.
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Greetings all and I hope this newsletter finds you well. With typical winter weather upon us, now is a good time 
to do some personal academia. Don't forget our own smartpilot.ca as well as Transport Canada, COPA and 
AOPA for great sources of information and training material. 

In this newsletter I'd like to talk about Complacency - The Sleeping Dragon. Complacency is one of those things 
that can creep up and, when you least expect it, it will bite you. And like most incidents in aviation it is never one 
big thing but a series of little events that add up. Complacency will cause us to miss seeing these cues and 
warnings. Flying is a serious business and if you take a lazy attitude with it then you will eventually get bitten.
Let's see if you can spot the cues and red flags in this little scenario? I headed out to the airport in the morning 
on a warm summer day in an area similar to our Okanagan. I was going to give a short fam-flight to a young lad 
who was very keen on flying. I re-fueled and topped up the tanks on my C-172 and met the lad and some 
friends. We decided to have some lunch first. After a lazy lunch with lots of hangar talk, one of the friends also 
asked if he could come along as he had never been in a small plane, I thought - three persons, one light - no 
problem. On take-off on a slight downhill runway into a five knot wind from the right, the climb out seemed 
shallow but okay. After flying around for a bit the air started to get bumpy so we headed back to the airport. 
Overhead I noticed another plane landing with some difficulty in the downhill direction, with the wind pushing 
him around, so I decided to land in the uphill direction. The approach was good but as I flared below the tree 
line I experienced moderate turbulence and a high ground speed, I initiated a go-around and applied full power. 
When I looked up the trees were approaching fast, and the airspeed was not building. Something is wrong I 
thought. I resisted the temptation to drop flaps and I eased the nose down. Slowly, almost painfully, the speed 
increased, and I raised the nose to clear the trees by about twenty feet! Just as I passed over the tree line 
beyond the end of the runway the stall warning horn blared, and I got a big shot of adrenaline. I was hanging in 
the air and not climbing an inch! Thankfully, the ground fell away by about fifty feet so I again eased the nose 
down to build up some speed. Trying again to climb I was rudely interrupted by the stall warning again yelling in 
protest. After about one mile the speed crept up by a few knots, so I gently turned into the wind by about ten 
degrees and was rewarded with a meagre climb. I then gingerly raised the flaps and rejoined downwind for a full 
stop landing.

Can you spot the chain of events that nearly lead to a serious incident?

Firstly, I knew I was going to be flying on a hot day with high density altitude, yet I still filled the aircraft with fuel 
when I intended to only do a short local flight. Secondly, I left the actual flight until the hottest part of the day 
when I could have done it hours earlier. Thirdly, I falsely rationalized that I could take a third person on board 
just because I was under gross take-off weight. I then compounded the matter by doing a go-around on an uphill 
runway heading over trees. The icing on the cake was that I in fact landed with a quartering tail wind and that 
was almost enough to nail the coffin closed.

A superior pilot is one who uses superior judgment to keep out of situations that would require the use of  
superior skill.

Fly Safe!

Warren McCormick
Provincial Safety Officer

FROM THE DESK OF....

14



15

The Creston Search & Rescue Team were at the first 
Responders Day in November to help promote CASARA. The 
team had a table with many hand-outs to attract people who 
may be interested in joining CASARA. There was a very good 
turn out for this event, with much interest in CASARA and 
what we do. CASARA members were helpful giving out 
information to encourage new members. We are always on 
call and most can turn up on short notice, with our fearless 
team leader, Robert McLean, leading the way the exhibition 
was a success. Larry Wolf and Brian Endicott helping 

with information at our booth.

 Jenifer Wolf
Creston

Creston Search & Rescue Team: Mike Stutter, Poul Christenson,         
Jenifer Wolf, Larry Wolf, Robert McLean, Julia Ullyott, Brain Endicott.

News

Creston
from
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On a recent Sunday afternoon, 
Victoria CASARA member, Marie 
Woodruff went down to the 
Parliament Buildings and was 
very pleased to see a simple 
green wreath at the SAR 
Memorial (there was also a 
wreath at each of the police, fire 
and ambulance memorials), and 
yes, a small plane really was 
flying overhead at the time!  

(I suspect that was the same day I was 
in Victoria for the Police Memorial 
Ceremony on the Legislative Building 
front lawn. when I took the photo at 
right. This memorial is across from the 
SAR memorial. Trevor Black, Editor.)

Bill Ralph Simon Cousineau
National Administrator National Training Officer
T 204-953-2290   C 204-898-4802 Cell: 514-968-9471

 vptrainingops@casaranational.canationaladministrator@casaranational.ca

CASARA
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have been around 20 knots around Albert Head, based on the variance in ground speed readings. The gusts also caused 
more turbulence than we normally experience, and the winds made for more challenging ground reference maneuvers 
than we typically have.

Then there were communications issues, including a scratchy and intermittent (when we were too far away) short-range 
hand-held radio at CASARA Ground which made coordination difficult. The use of a single frequency for both CASARA 
Ground as well as High Bird relay to CASARA Base contributed to some frequency congestion and confusion as some on 
the frequency couldn't hear others. But the upside of the single frequency was that pilots didn't need to try to monitor 
two frequencies simultaneously. We also didn't know on Saturday exactly where CASARA Ground was, so we didn't know 
in which direction to fly to improve reception. Because the Albert Head area was on the edge of Harbour Airport airspace, 
we were constantly entering and exiting the space. However, Harbour Radio was extremely accommodating; we gave 
them lots of advance notice of our intentions, altitude, and operating area, and they approved and were very friendly 
about it, even allowing us to be off their frequency during that exercise. Once the exercise was over, we talked with 
Harbour Radio again and carried on.

Because of the communications confusion, we didn't get a chance on our first flight to do one of the coolest parts of the 
mission -- talking directly with the RCMSAR vessels on the marine-band VHF radio. We were supposed to relay precise 
GPS coordinates to the vessels and lead them to the targets, but since we couldn't establish communication in time, we 
managed to relay them to CASARA Ground instead. Coupled with the weather complications and not being able to find 
the ELT, we felt like the mission was less than successful and limped back home feeling defeated. We debriefed back at 
HQ and talked about the various issues, and got some clarification all around. But this is why we train -- so we can work 
out the bugs and come back and do it better next time.

On Sunday morning we started with the briefing at 0700 ready to do another set of four flights, and this time it was a 
night-and-day improvement over Saturday. For starters, the weather was substantially better, even though the METARs 
and TAFs didn't indicate that much of an improvement over Saturday. However, there were still multiple layers of higher 
clouds so our High Bird was still IFR. But there was very little in the way of low-level interfering clouds, and the air was 
much calmer and smoother. On our first flight we used the blue homer to home in on the ELT, and found it almost 
immediately. We were flights one and four on Sunday, and on flight four we were tasked for a sector search instead of ELT 
homing to mix it up a bit. On Sunday we also knew where CASARA Ground was located, so we knew where to fly to get 
stronger radio communications with ground, and in that process, we were able to get the instructions to communicate 
directly with the RCMSAR vessels.

- Continued on back page.

High Flyer
over
ZBB

Trevor Black - ZBB

- Continued from page 3.



Looking for articles, send them to me,

Trevor Black at

finchley@shaw.ca

This newsletter requires input from you! 
So, if you did anything, are, or will be 
doing something in your Zone, let me 
know (and thereby everyone else) with 
a brief and snappy article...remember 
however, that this is not the place for 
the Great Canadian Novel, “How To” 
pieces or those of an instructional 
bent. These would best be placed as 
links on our website, although 
s e r i a l i z e d  a r t i c l e s  a r e
acceptable...first and foremost, this 
is a NEWSletter. Accompanying 
interesting photos would be 

wonderful but they should be 
captioned. Write them, get them to 

me and I’ll do the rest.

The deadline for the next issue is March 31

Communication with RCMSAR on GSAR/marine-band FM radios (with which our planes were equipped) was the 
cornerstone of our participation in this SAREX. The marine FM radio was connected to the intercom and (in addition to the 
pilot's usual aircraft radio intercom controls) there were independent switches on the intercom for both the pilot and 
navigator to select either aircraft or FM radio on which to transmit, and whether to listen to only the selected radio or 
both simultaneously. The spotters received the same audio feed as the navigators. We found that listening to both 
simultaneously was not too much radio traffic, and it certainly helped the pilot and navigator to be on the same page in 
responding to comms from RCMSAR vessels. The RCMSAR transmissions came in loud and clear -- they seem to have 
pretty good radios. Once we were in communication, clear and concise communication procedure was used all around. 
We identified and overflew the targets in the water ("Oscars") and obtained precise GPS readings (two-decimal-place 
minutes readings) which we communicated to the vessels which enabled them to track directly to the targets. Once they 
were close, we could see where they were in relation and could give directions like "ahead in the bay on your right" or "at 
your 2 o'clock". Once the vessels had "eyes on" the target, CASARA Ground (in communication with CASARA Base by 
phone) cleared us to return to base or continue a next tasking. We had two targets to find and there were two vessels with 
one or two digit numeric identifiers (e.g. "boats 29 and 33"). The plan was for us to confirm which vessel was which by 
reading the numbers on the boats, but even at 500 feet they were too small to read from the air.

The schedule slipped a bit during each day, but it was a learning curve for all of us, both in CASARA and RCMSAR. And it 
was an opportunity for us in CASARA to use more tools in our toolbox than we normally do. At the end of the day though, 
it was clear that CASARA could provide very valuable assistance to RCMSAR, and that this exercise advanced our overall 
SAR capabilities and can help us to find people more quickly in the future. It was also a trial by fire for our two newly 
certified Search Coordinators Shannon and Albena who ran CASARA Base on Saturday and Sunday, and a new experience 
for Search Coordinator Jack running CASARA Ground in the same room with RCMSAR Control, which left our senior Search 
Coordinator and Area Air Deputy and all-around fearless leader Robert to monitor the workings of this well-oiled machine.

- Continued from previous page.
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